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TO 

THE LORDS AND GENTLEMEN 

or THE 

REFORMED BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 



From all that meets the eye, and the ear hears, 
upon the contemplated Reform of the Established 
Church of England and Ireland, to which your 
energies are to be at first directed, it were im- 
possible not to feel anxious for the result, espe- 
cially when it is announced that "a Church Re- 
form Bill *' is actually drawn up. It is worth some 
pains, considering the impoftaw^e of the subject, 
to examine the fitness, or the uiafitness, the quali- 
fications and the disqualifications of those who are 
to give their judgement in the matter. ' If indeed 
the object of those most clamorous for what they 
call " the Reform of the Church *', were only to 
repair the decayed places thereof; to reform those 
portions of it, which in the lapse of time can hardly 
have escaped the sorry privilege of every work, in 
which mankind must take a part; or to render it 
more efficient to its proper purpose, there might 
be little occasion for any friend to true religion to 
say more than, "God speed them welP\ 

a2 
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But the clamour raised against the Church, 
(and nothing is more easily excited,) by allegations, 
founded alike in ignorance and error, and, would 
that it might be omitted ! in malicious falsehood 
also, has hurried away some of her lay members 
beyond the dictates of right judgement. For they 
not only advocate a change of their own contriv- 
ance, but they have gone far towards the usurp- 
ation of a power, not vested in them, to effect it. 
Of those without its pale, some, urged by the 
bitter spirit of hostility manifested in the leading 
portion of the mercenary press against her, like 
the enemies of ancient Israel, vociferate, " down 
with it, down with it even to the ground." There 
is besides a voice, within the tabernacle of Dis- 
sent, persuading such as imagine they have no in- 
terest in common with the Church, to press for 
the dissolution of its "unhallowed connexion with 
the State". And there are high in authority those, 
who already hail the imprecation, and abet its au* 
thors. Hence it becomes every man who regards 
the Christian religion, as the basis of internal 
peace, and national prosperity, to protest against 
the design ; and as much as in him lies to coun- 
teract the measures whether contemplated or con- 
trived not for 'Hhe Reformation", but for *'the 
Extinction", of the Established National Church, 
its best preservative. And the ministers of the 
Church especially are bound to make an effort to 
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expose the fallacies, of which many are made the 
dupes, not more through the groundless assertions 
of aspiring enemies, than by the yielding dispo- 
sition of professed admirers, and the tacit ac- 
quiescence of inactive friends. 

The question to be discussed is not lightly to 
be taken in band ; for it comprises the very gravest 
subject that can be brought under the consider- 
ation of man. It is a question in comparison with 
which, it may be safely averred, every other that 
can be submitted to the deliberation of the British 
Senate is as nothing. It is a question which in- 
volves the welfare (if their spiritual interests at all 
affect it)— shall it be said of millions of mankind ? 
nay, may it not be said of all the civilized, as well 
as of the Heathen world, since they also have 
partaken of its influence ? It is a question upon 
which man should most profoundly meditate ere 
he speaks, and in giving judgement, his voice may 
well tremble lest he infringe upon the sole prero- 
gative of the Almighty God. For humanly speak- 
ing, it amounts to nothing short of this : whether 
there shall exist or not, a National Church of 
England ? 

And in this question, the following are yet in- 
volved — whether the Christian Religion shall count 
amongst its friends or enemies, its guardians and 
protectors, " the Powers that be **, by the per- 
mission of God, in England? Or whether, these 
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arrayed against it, or indifferent to its doctrine and 
its saving truths, promising to themselves security 
under the flimsy shelter of neutrality, shall con- 
tinue to prosper, or even to exist without it? 

There are some indeed in this our day of light 
and liberalism, who scoff at this idea, and ridicule 
the very notion of the dependence of the State's 
welfare upon its connexion with the Church which 
is in fact, upon its public profession of Christianity. 
Others taught, as they are, to esteem the " union 
of the Church and State*' to be ** one of the 
archest wiles which Satan ever invented'*, through 
which "Christendom hath been made to groan", 
and " the rest of the world hath remained unevan- 
gelized ", will join with them in their denunciations 
of every one having the hardihood to put forth so 
stale an opinion, as a fool, a besotted bigot, or the 
advocate of corruption. Heedless of what they say 
in a question of such intense interest, and fore- 
seeing the evils which an erroneous judgement in 
the matter cannot fail to bring upon the nation, 
this obloquy will be no more than the shadow of 
a passing cloud. Under this shadow may be sur- 
veyed the mixed community which hath sent forth 
the members who are to give the judgement ; and 
which requires at your hands, this great and vital 
measure of Church "Extinction" or of Church 
Reform. For, if the late act of Parliamentary Re- 
form, the infant of a two years' parturition, prove 
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not an abortion of rare deformity, it must be pre- 
sumed that the opinions, prevalent in this com« 
munity, will be represented in a somewhat fair 
proportion in the new Parliament. 

In the glance to be taken, all due allowance, 
on the one hand, must be made for the known bias 
against the Church, prevailing in the minds of 
some, high in state* authority, whose influence may 
be presumed to have .been exerted in favour of 
those candidates upon whose support they might 
depend*. And on the other, some exception must 
be made on account of the apathy of such of the 
electors as rely upon the excellent constitution of 
the Church for its own support, without consider- 
ing exertion necessary on their parts to defend it, 
by excluding from all share in the representation 
even its most bitter enemies, who are notwith- 
standing to legislate for it. Thus may be formed 
a tolerably accurate estimate of the sentiments and 
qualifications of those to whom the decision of 
this vital question is to be entrusted. These then, 

* The writer remembers to have heard a great Reformer, some 
years ago, declare his determination to advocate Reform, if he 
were in ministerial office, on a scale much more extensive than 
any then avowedly in contemplation, and this, upon the principle 
of commanding the largest majority, convinced, as he said, the 
government purse would always be the longest ! Since this was 
written, Mr. Charles Boyton's letter to the Dublin Evening 
Mail, if correct, shows the anticipation to have been well founded, 
at least as to influence. 
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if they be likie their coDstituents^ may be classed 
under four distinct beajds : Infidels, Dtsseotei s^ 
J^ukewaroa, and Conservative Members of the 
Church. 

Of these it may be assented generally,, that the 
first impugn so much of the Divine Rev^tian of 
the will of God^ as to subject them to the imputa* 
tioa of " having the form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof*'. And, excepting as they may 
e>{pect their pockets to be relieved by spdiation 
of the Church revenues, however they may hate 
the minist^s of the religion which reproves their 
unbelief, no reform can benefit them. Thdr votes 
may be anticipated. 

Of the Dissenters, wavering between every wind 
of doctrine, and differing as they do, from each 
other's tenets, more widely than from the doctrine 
iyf the Church itself, under whose auspices they 
have been allowed to thrive, it may yet be ex- 
pected that they will to a man join hands to 
weaken the establishment j although their courage, 
especially that of the more respectable of them, 
were the question fairly at issue, might fail them, 
ere tliey really consented to her total overthrow. 
They might be alarmed, lest the greatness of her 
fall, shaking the empire to its base, should involve 
them in one common ruin. Still as the self esteemed 
vicegerents of God's vengeance sent to " overturn, 
overturn, overturn ", a favourite theme of theirs. 
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the fprbeaiing hand of charity must not be ex- 
pected, if they possess the power. Their votes 
therefore may be anticipated. 

Of the Lukewarm members of the Church, 
whose neither botness nor coldness, whose pro- 
fessed attachment, and pusillanimous trimming 
that they may please every one j who may be used 
by either party in the State as it shall seem to pros* 
per, or to promise to them most ease, though they be 
afterwards despised and trodden under foot ; with 
no fixed principle to guide, nor solidity of judge- 
ment to o£[er an opinion f these worse than open 
enemies may mend or mar; but it will be alike by 
accident, influenced, as they will ever be, by the 
last speaker or the strongest power. Their votes 
can hardly be anticipated. 

And of the Conservatives, consisting of the rem- 
nant of the two great parties, which before the 
peace of 1815, adorned the senate, and sliared 
the confidence of all that was respectable m the 
nation, (the old constitutional Whigs and Tories,) 
these acting upon principle, doubtless are alike 
desirous to correct all real abases, and to preserve 
all that remains valuable in the British Consti- 
tution. But these, as if they were judicially divided 
in opinion, unhappily differ so widely in the means 
by which they would attain their end, as to leave 
little or no hope of their combining to counteract 
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the spirit of innovation, which, flushed with the 
victory conceded by lack of constitutional power 
to a clamour of its own creation, has like a torrent 
overwhelmed the voice of the quiescent part of 
the community. Their votes may be anticipated. 
And now, Lords and Gentlemen, if this be a 
just estimation of the Representatives of the com- 
munity without, at the same time that their fitness 
for the task of reforming the Church may be 
doubted, or their qualifications be questioned, 
when the nature of the Church is duly considered; 
it may be uncertain whether sentiments like these, 
uttered as " the writing of a man's hand '% can 
avail to influence their proceeding, either in the 
way of caution against, or counteraction of the 
evils with which an erroneous judgement may be 
fraught It may indeed be deemed presumptuous 
to question the " omnipotence of the voice of the 
people ", as it is styled, in the Reformed Parlia* 
ment : and in truth, the act itself may be an ad- 
venturous charge against a host of adversaries ; it 
may be a weak attempt at the defence of the 
Church as it now exists in principle and consti- 
tution; or it may produce the indignation and 
invective of an enemy. But these will be less gall- 
ing than the sense of shame, and the merited dis- 
grace of withholding from the public eye that which 
seems intimately connected with the public bene- 
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fit, through fear of what the opponents of Truth 
have always said of those who dare maintain it in 
defiance of the world. 

If inquiry be made who it is that questions 
the "omnipotence of Parliament*'? 'tis but "the 
handwriting of a man", whose name adds nothing 
of weight to the argument, should that be inef- 
fectual to convince. 'Tis such an instrument only 
as the meanest of God's ministers may wield at a 
venture, against a common foe. 

If indeed it be a defence of Truth, He, whose 
the Truth is, will cause it to prosper. If it hit no 
blot, it will fall harmless. Or if it be done in 
error, there will not be wanting talent either 
amongst friends or adversaries to detect it. In its 
own defence however, it may be urged, — ^it is ex- 
tant, nor may the narrative be unknown to you — 
" There was once a little city besieged by a great 
king, in which was found a poor wise man, who 
by his wisdom delivered it": and in truth it may 
be doubted, whether it were a more formidable 
power, which beset that city, than the force which 
now accumulating under various banners and ra- 
pidly advancing against it, threatens that, of which 
under Divine Providence, you are the sworn pro- 
tectors: that is to say, the Constitution of the 
now-united-kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
of which the church of England, as the tower in 
the midst of it, is its strength, and chief support. 
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And how shall it be known whether this ** writ- 
ing" like the stone from the shepherd's sling, may 
prove a well-directed missile, and entering the 
joints of an adversary's armour, render his efforts 
nugatory ; or whether it may give courage to an 
abler friend? The bare possibility of either one or 
other of these results, will abundantly justify the 
attempt. For if the evils to the Christian people 
of the present generation, their children, and their 
children's children, which may be expected to aris^ 
out of an unwise decision on this vital question, 
could but be clearly demonstrated to any individual 
member of the British Senate, and he were to be 
fold that by his vote he was about to inflict so 
deadly a wound upon the Christian world, he 
would reply with the honest indignation of Ha- 
zael, " What, is thy servant a dog, that he should 
do this great thing?" 

It may be indeed, that if the British Parliament 
shall have been herein rightly estimated, this refer* 
ence to the text of Holy Writ will be objected to. 
But, and if it be, can an assembly of which they 
form a part who shall so make objection, constitute 
a just or equitable tribunal to try the question of 
Church Reform ? It is a question, Lords and Gen* 
tlemen, of a sacred nature. How then can ex- 
ception be reasonably taken against the force of 
argument or example drawn from the sacred trea- 
sure house? Can you be in equity, constituted as 
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you are, especially in the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, competent as laymen to remodel the fkhri^ 
of the Church without reference to Holy Writ, or 
to ecclesiastics, whose peculiar office best qualifies 
them to give judgement in the matter? It may be 
said, they are too directly interested to be best 
qualified to give a sound opinion. It were not 
difficult to prove the interest of the community 
^nd their ministers to be at least equal in the 
question. But if they be interested, and doubtles? 
they are, not for themselves alone indeed, but alsQ 
for the whole Church ; yet in matters of juris- 
prudence, court fees, and coramissioos, directly 
affecting their at least equally exclusive interests, 
are changes made without conferring with the 
lawyers, or taking counsel from them? Or do 
you proceed to legislate for agriculture or for com*- 
merce without examination of the parties, espe^ 
cially interested in the same ? How shallow thea 
is the plea of their peculiar interest*, for tbe 
exclusion of the voice of the clergy, whether ia 
self defence, or to give information, from the trir 

* Let it not be thought a seat in the Lower House of Par- 
liament, for those who might defend what seems to some their 
own exclusive interest in this question, is here advocated. It is 
contended only that they being wholly excluded from it, the 
assembly itself cannot in fairness be competent to try the question. 
And it may be added that a resumption of the Convocation 
would be most expedient, to the acts of which, the Parliament 
might justly be applied to for assent. 
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bunal which is to try the merits of the national 
Church and pronounce a fiat upon its continuance 
or extinction ! 

And if your equitable competency may be 
questioned in the matter in which you are about 
to intermeddle, what shall be said of the justice 
of a tribunal of which some of the judges must be 
interested in diminishing the power of the Church 
in order to increase the influence of the particular 
fiect to which they severally belong ; such as are 
the Protestant Dissenters? Of a tribunal, in 
which there are others, who, as they value their 
own eternal welfare, are bound in conscience to 
do their utmost to raze it to the ground, in order 
to rear their own predominant; such as are the 
Roman Catholic members ? Of which tribunal a 
third party will combine with them to destroy, 
though it be to prevent the aim of both, desirous 
only to be rid of the restraint which the existence 
of any Church puts upon mankind, and as they 
say, the burden ; such as are the infidels ? And 
of which tribunal, the fourth, it is asserted, with- 
out intention of offence, is insufficient for the 
work of resisting the assaults of her enemies ; 
such as are the lay-conservatives ? For who shall 
say to what extent the change to be effected, in 
their contemplation, shall be carried? Who can 
deny that under the plausible pretext of reforming 
the Church, not her revenues only, not her con- 
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nection with the State, not her national existence, 
but her liturgy and ritual, her place and station 
are put in jeopardy, and must be sacrificed to the 
sweeping spirit of innovation, if she be made thus 
to depend upon the adversaries, alike of her 
doctrine and existence, for protection ? And what 
wonder if the Church, as the ministers thereof, 
per sCf are erroneously designated, express their 
doubts of the justice or the equitable competency 
of a tribunal so constituted*, to dispose of her 

* Since this was written, a pamphlet has appeared from the 
|>en of the Venerable the Archdeacon of Nottingham; but spite 
of that high authority, it fails to give any ground for the con- 
fidence he places in the temporal head and civil powers for " the 
preservation inviolate of the rights and privileges of the clergy; " 
or even " for the commission of no injury to the Church." And 
therefore it does not in the smallest tittle, shake the view here 
taken of the subject; for facts of daily occurrence are directly 
opposed to the Archdeacon's best wishes, and knowledge of what 
ought to be, on which his theory is built. True, " the Volume 
of the Sacred Scriptures, and the Book of Common Prayer, are 
acknowledged parts and parcels of the Law of the Land." So 
were the Roman Catholics once excluded from all share in the 
enactment of laws for the Protestant Church. But what greater 
security does the Statute Book afford, for the inviolable union of 
the Church and State, now that these enemies of the Establish- 
ment are permitted to legislate for the .Church, than it did before 
the repeal of the Test act, or the passing of the act for the re- 
lief of His Majesty's Roman Catholic subjects, when they were 
excluded from all share in the legislation? Its laws are not of 
the present Parliament's creation. They may be all changed 
and what shall let it, constituted as that body now is? Letter 
to Lord Grey. P. 11. 
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T^fiWMfiy ot ta i^hange her forms, hcnmvetytis^ 
fMyJ^ p^fM&n to the $9m^ for the ^nforq^meut 
o^; liiOp. tdiiscij^e, m for protection? Sb^ ri»aj; 
ap|>ea| to }^»iF codb^ of human laws, a$ they ha^ye 
b^sen ^upded upon Christian principle and commpn 
jjL^dtic^i^ for the maintenance of her temporal rights^ 
1^ loi^g as those of everj citizen shall be respected^ 
Nptthatitis the obj<?ct of /* t|)e writing of the 
man's hand " before yoifn with respect U> th^ 
temporalities of the . Churchy to 4^ mpne tjian to 
make a cursory observation upon one or two of 
the points suggested for consideration, in the vari- 
Qus pamphlets presented to tlie public. 
. With respect to the revenues of the Church, it 
protests against the alienation of one jot from itd 
p;:oper purpose. For pluralities, closely as they 
are connected with the subject of her income^ 
w4thf)ut advocating their continuance under any 
circumstances y or admitting ''the guiH^''*' p9» 
nqunced to be in the incumbent or patron for 
presenting or accepting them, as the law now 
stands j without as^rting or denying their i^- 
cqssity, it may be ^irly saidj tliat if permijbteid 
und^r any oirc^mstaaces, (wbjectt as they ought 
to be, to particular limitations,) it seems to be 
unwise to restrict them by the now existing or 
lately projected rule of distance. For whether it 
be thirty or forty-five miles as the crow flies, or 

* Lord Henley's Plan, p. 9. 
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fifty-five or sixty by the public road ; daily, and 
even very frequent effectual communication is 
equally impracticable: and if it be the purpose of 
this limitation to secure the periodical super- 
intendence of the incumbent, where his residence 
is impossible, the improved condition of the public 
roads, and the means of locomotion might rather 
admit of an increase than diminution of the 
distance; since these would also increase the 
facility of adjusting the income of the incumbents, 
the insufficiency of which alone is deemed a justi- 
fication of the existence of a pluralist If it be 
morally wrong, if it be really incompatible with 
the spiritual welfare of the people that one clergy- 
man should have under his charge two separate 
flocks, i. e. to hold two livings with cure of souls, 
let all pluralities be disallowed. But if not, and 
they be at all permitted, it may be hoped the 
plurality granted in order to yield the incumbent 
a bare sufficiency in the eye of the law, will not 
be vexatiously prevented by a milestone, so long 
as livings in commendamy without regard to 
distance, shall be deemed necessary to the tenure 
of a See. 

It is to be observed, the object proposed by 
the appointment of a Christian ministry, is — that 
all men may be made to know by the preaching 
of the gospel, the boundless extent of God's love 
and mercy made manifest in Christ Jesus — that 

B 
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they may be made to understand the great mys- 
tery of their universal fellowship in the salvation 
purchased for all with the price of His blood, with- 
out respect of nation or persons, so that they fear 
God. and work righteousness — that religious ordi- 
nances and spiritual ministrations, public and pri- 
vate, may be duly performed — and that the wis- 
dom of God in heavenly things, that is to say, in 
the work of human redemption, should be made 
known by the Church to the most exalted powers 
in the earth, as well as to the meanest indi- 
vidual *. 

This object must be ever kept in view, nor can 
any thing but necessity "justify the non-residence 
of the clergy, the permitting numbers of parishes 
in the country, and masses of population in towns 
to be without resident ministers or the means of 
grace." t Where these are not secured to the people 
even under the existing laws, they are either re- 
laxed, or the incumbency itself is insufficient to 
support a resident minister, which i3 a case too fre- 
quently to be lamented t. 

* St. Paul's Epist. Eph. iii. 8-^11. 

t Lord Henley's Plan, p. 62. 

4: The perpetual curacies every where, especially in the oounty 
of Nottingham, the incomes of which consist of twenty, thirty, or 
forty pounds, the number of marks chargeable upon the quondam 
Abbey or Priory lands, now in the possession of lay proprietors, 
prove the necessity of pluralities. So do the vicarages in po- 
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It m^y be suggested in reference to Lord Hen- 
ley** plan, p. 39, for the abolition of Prebendaries 
and Canons, en masscy as sinecures, that if it should 
be eventually adopted, the first disposition of the 
vacant stalls might be such as would tend to re- 
diice the number of non-residents, as pluralists, by 
preferring at discretion such of them as might be 
willing to relinquish one of their benefices with 
cure of souls, upon their removal respectively to 
one of the vacant stalls. But it must not be omitted 
that the plan for putting the aged incumbent, 
whose income may be his all, and his family's only 
means of subsistence, upon the miserable pittance 
of half his wonted stipend, p IS, when expiring 
nature requires additional comfort and relief from 
pecuniary cares, is not to be thought of without 
pain. For if there be danger of incurring debts at 
the outset of his prefermient, p. 25, what measure 
rf misery may not be anticipated from the privation 
of half his income at its conclusion? This observ- 
ation is not made in respect of the retiring bishop's 
pension of 3000^. per ann. but of the incumbent's 
incoAfie, which, in full, may not exceed 400/. and 
would thus be reduced to 200/. per ann., Credat 

pulous towns wherein the opportunity of keeping a boarding 
school^ or the annexation of another living, alone secures the re- 
sidence of the vicar and his assistants^ or their ministrations to the 
p«or. Amengst these, that of Doncaster, with abare 6000 souls, is 
a remarlfiable instance^ with a money payment of 80/. per annum. 

B 2 
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Judcem! Is it not enough to give the bishop d 
power of nominating a curate, if the incumbent 
should fail to do so with the ordinary stipend? 
These subjects are worthy the deepest consider- 
ation of whomsoever may be vested with authority 
to adjust them; and if those well able to deal with 
them, and well disposed to deal with them justly, 
may be heard, they may be safely left in their 
hands. 

The scope and tendency of •* the writing of the 
man's hand '' before you is to defend the position 
of the Church, as it is found by the present ge- 
neration in connexion with the State; and this, 
upon higher ground than the protection her re- 
venues may be expected to derive from the con- 
tinuance of the union, which it is nevertheless de- 
sirable to preserve inviolate. 

In taking up the ground for this purpose, it is of 
great importance to lay open one of the greatest 
fallacies of which, in considering the subject, many 
seem unconsciously to have become the dupes, vi2. 
— ^that the clergy are alone the Church, instead of 
being the ministers only of that body, of which the 
whole Christian community are equally and indi- 
vidually the members ; that the interest they have 
in the union of Church and State, is separate from 
that of the people ; and therefore, that the disso- 
lution of the connecting bond must be for the ge- 
neral good. Scarcely a paragraph in any portion 
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of the daily press which misleads the public opi- 
nion upon this topici can be otherwise apprehend- 
ed« But it is a most egregious error^ and such as 
are misled by it are deprived of the power of 
forming a right judgement of their own real interest 
in the close connexion of the Church and State« If 
then ** the writing of a man's hand/' should suc- 
ceed in proving such an impression to be erro- 
neous, and in shewing that the interest of the 
clei^y and the people is reciprocal, the hope ought 
not to be vain, that a notion preconceived in error^ 
or an opinion taken up on unsubstantial ground 
upon this important subject, when made apparent, 
may be abandoned ; nor that any one, however 
high his station, having through misapprehension 
inclined to the dissolution of such connexion, may, 
upon conviction, not only do his utmost to prevent 
it, but also put forth his energies to preserve the 
. integrity of the sacred union. 

It may not indeed have been within the states- 
man's province to have given this subject the pro- 
found consideration it demands ; the Principle 
therefore, upon which that union rests, is here 
presented to you ; and if rightly dilated upon, it 
may also by God's blessing, furnish some argu- 
ments in support of the position in which you now 
Actually find the Church existing in this kingdom, 
in connexion with the State. 

You are called upon^ Lords and Gentlemen, to 
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reform the Church ; because, at least, there are 
said to be things existing in its constitution, which 
are not as they ought to be. Without denying 
the assertion, and yet without professing to com- 
prehend what Lord Henley means by the *« Re*. 
Hgious Reformation " demanded*, in the face of 
the prevalence of " learning, zeal, activity and 
munificence ; and (what is worth them all) so sin* 
cere a desire to promote the kingdom of Christ 
upon earth,'* acknowledged by his Lordship to be 
apparent "in the higher"; and **in the lower 
ranks of the clergy, so much of purity and holiness 
of life and morals, so sincere a setting forth of 
evangelical truth, so strenuous a desire to perform 
the works of a laborious and watchful ministry,*' 
as he acknowledges to existt. And without ad* 
mitting ^' the extent or sinfulness of the cor- 
ruptions " in the Church of which he asserts " the 
Reformation " must be " adopted in obedience to 
God's word and will ;'*t although, it may be ob- 
served, it cannot be brought to bear directly upon 
<* the most prominent evil,** he has exposed, which 
will be found in some measure irremediable ; if it 
be granted that all things are not exactly as they 
ought to be, yet neither can it be denied that at-r 
tention to the Principle upon which the Church is 
founded is necessary to its reformation. And the 
more so, since, from the change of times and na-* 

» Pag€ 9. ir p. 5k J Page 9. 
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tional circumstances^ however impossible it may 
be to preserve the exact plan and original order 
of the spiritual building, the Principle upon which 
the Church was originally constructed, is equally 
well adapted to its renovation. 

There are indeed some who may hail a recur- 
rence to the Principle and origin of the Church, 
in justification of their idea of reducing (why may 
it not be said of degrading ?) the condition of her 
ministers to poverty, and dependence upon the 
people, from whom they might obtain a hearing. 

But in reverting to the primitive institution of 
the Church, these same persons would have it 
omitted : that besides having originally " all things 
in common,'* none of the Apostles lacked ; for 
'*as many as were possessed of lands and houses 
sold them, and brought the money, and laid it at 
their feet," for general purposes. Nor might it be 
quite convenient for them to be reminded^ that a 
Bishop in the earliest time was to be ** given to 
hospitality j" for that would be to admit they had 
wherewithal for hospitality at their disposal. Again, 
if the Principle be to be adhered to, some others 
may discover they can have no interest in the mat- 
ter of provision for the ministry, except they shall 
be able to withdraw the members of the Church 
from her communion in order to increase their own 
numbers ; or they can divert the means set apart 
for the support of a regular and authorized Chris- 
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tian ministry, in order to improve their own re- 
vienues. Be it so. 

It is proposed to reform the Church : and it is 
the purpose of "the writing of a man's hand" to 
counteract the measures whether contemplated or 
contrived for her national extinction. To this end 
it has already directed your attention, (p. 18,) to 
the fountain head, for the object proposed in the 
appointment of a Christian ministry; and it now 
proceeds to exhibit the Principle on which the 
Church is founded, which being evinced, however 
it may impress a conviction of the utter incon^- 
sistency of the existing strifes and dissensions with 
the welfare of the Christian body, will neverthe- 
less be proved to be the only rule which can be 
adhered to with safety, nor can it be abandoned 
without confusion. 

The Church then is compared to the body of a 
man which is only one, although consisting of 
many members, and all the members being many, 
are yet but one body. Now union is strength, 
and thus whatever powers are vested in the various 
members, they are dispensed, not for their own 
peculiar benefit only ; but also for the benefit of 
the whole body, with which they are severally 
united; neither can the powers of the body thus 
fitly joined together, have partial respect unto any 
member in particular. The well-being of each 
member can alone secure the welfare of the whole 
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body, and therefore the whole body sympathizes 
with every part that suffers, and the energies rf 
all are directed to the benefit of each in particular. 
But let it be observed, although the welfare of 
each member in particular is essential to the well*^ 
being of the whole body, and all are thus equal in 
value in their respective offices ; still in the various 
duties assigned to each, there is a di£ierence in the 
estimation of their comparative worth. There is 
a head and a foot, an eye and a hand, an ear and 
a tongue ; and for the benefit of all, these are gifted 
each of them with peculiar prop^tiesj neither can 
it be said of either to the other, '' I have no need 
of thee." Now if this be the case, and the body, 
though consisting of many and various members, 
gifted with distinct powers, be one ; it becomes a 
matter of enquiry, whether the doctrine of the 
gospel be designed for it, and whether being de* 
signed for it, it is designed also for every member 
of it in particular. For if it be so, then, not the 
poor only, nw yet the ministers rf the gospel only, 
but *^ the kii^s of the earth also, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men, and every bondman, and 
every freeman," all are equally interested in the 
just application of the Principle, on which the 
Church is founded, to the body of which they are 
the members. But we have seen that this Prin- 
ciple tends to the union of every part for the be- 
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nefit of the whole; and hence it comes, that when 
a nation has embraced the doctrine of the gospelj 
the king sitting upon the throne, and the beggar 
at his footstool, together with the Lords and Com- 
mons, the intermediate joints of the body politic, 
and the spiritual ministers appointed to serve 
them, being all animated by the one Principle 
proceeding from it, do, ipso facto^ become mem- 
ber of the Christian body, which must be inse* 
parably united. The union of the civil polity in 
Israel with the ecclesiastical, added to the subse« 
quent protection afforded by the best of her kings 
to the religious institutions of the people, with 
whom they were also united in the Object of their 
worship, might have been sufficient to prove the 
connexion of the Church and State, to be not in 
opposition to the will of God. And the heart of 
the most pious Christian might have joined with 
** the sweet Psalmist of Israel " in celebrating the 
inestimable blessing of unity, prevailing amongst 
a religious people. That however which might 
have been reasonably justified by an appeal to the 
Old Testament, is fully supported by the authority 
of the New, since it was for the express purpose 
of inculcating this Principle, and thereby promot- 
ing and preserving this union, that the different 
orders in the ministry were at first appointed and 
still retain their office. 

Apology for an appeal to the Holy Bible in 
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support of this assertion, cailnot be offered with- 
out offence to any assembly consisting of pro- 
fessed Christians; let St. Paul therefore bear his 
testimony to the fact. " He,'* meaning Christ 
Jesus, *• gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God ; that we 
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive ; but speaking the truth ' 
in love, may grow up into Him in all things, 
which is the Head, even Christ; from whom the 
whole body fitly joined together, and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure of every 
part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love : ** * There may indeed 
be some, who unwillingly bend to this high 
authority, considering some parts of his (St. PauPs) 
writings to be hard to be understood. Let then 
the words erf the Lord Jesus be decisive in the 
matter of the Spirit and Principle of Christianity. 
" Neither pray I for these alone,*' saith He, " but 
for them ^Iso which shall believe on me through 

♦ Comp. Eph. iv. 11. with I Cor. xii. 28. 
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their word, that they may be all one/' • Hence 
then it comes that the wor^ip of one God, the 
acknowledgement of one Lord, and the confession 
of one faith, operating as a common Principle of 
action upon the whole community, tends to the 
indissoluble union of all the members thereof; and 
except it be shewn that the doctrine of the gospel 
is fitted neither for kings nor for statesmen, the 
connexion of the Church and State is inevitable. 
Neither does it invalidate the argument to urge 
that, in the primitive ages of Christianity, the 
Church was not only unconnected with the State, 
but was compelled rather to make head against 
the powers of the world opposed to it; exc^t as 
it has been said» it can be shewn that the doctrine 
of the gospel was not to be embraced by kings 
and nobles. For no sooner do they become subject 
to its influence, than they virtually become 
members of the Christian body, and preserving 
their relative degrees, as do the head and the 
hand, and the eye in the body, they are bound to 
exercise the powers which their rank and station 
Btill secure to them in the Church, for the benefit 
of the whole. And thus under the Christian dis- 
pensation, as under the more ancient one of Israel, 
and according to the words of prophecy, kings 9xe 
become the nursing fathers, and queens the nursing 
mothers of the true religion and its professors, 

* John xvii. 20, 21. 
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who, under the Christian dispensation, are called 
the Church. Thus also for the maintetiance of 
order in the Christian community; for the 
punishment of evil doers ; and for the praise of 
them that do well, authority is given to rulers, and 
the rest are required to submit to them, not only 
"for wrath, but for conscience sake"; neither is 
the sword entrusted to them in vain. These powers 
and the authority they exercise, are nevertheless 
as distinct from those belonging to the ministers 
of the Church, as the office of the tongue is from 
that of the band; that of the eye from the ear; or 
tiiat of the head from the foot; although they may 
be as inseparably united, and as strictly necessary 
to the constitution of the Christian Church, in 
^hich all ranks have a common fellowship, as those 
several organs are to the body of which they are 
the members, and without the least of which it 
^would be imperfect. Of these, if the foot shall 
say, because I am not the hand, I am not of the 
body; is it therefore, not of the body? Or, if the 
ear shall say, because I am not the eye, I am not 
of the body, is it therefore not of the body ? Why 
then should it be imagined that a king may not 
,be a member of the Christian Church as well as 
*he meanest of his earthly subjects? Or why should 
it be thought a rich man or a noble is not as much 
a member of it as the minister? But and if they 
be, they must have a mutual interest in its well 
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being* And as the eye cannot saj unto the hand, 
I have no need of thee; nor again, the head to the 
feet, I have no need of you ; so neither can the 
king, the lords, or commons, in a Christian realm, 
though they have distinct offices assigned to them, 
which for the well-being of the whole they se- 
verally must fulfil, presume that they have no need 
of the ministers of religion ; nor can the ministers 
nor any other members say that they have no need 
of them. Great is the authority for asserting that 
God hath so tempered the Christian society to- 
gether on earth, that there should be no schism iu 
it; but that all the members should have the same 
care one for another *. 

The obvious cause then of the national union 
of all ranks of people, in the profession of the Gos- 
pel, is Christian Principle : its legitimate end, the 
good of the whole body. And whereas the con- 
nexion of the Church and State is an expression 
commonly understood ; yet it may rather be said,^ 
a nation in the profession of Christianity is itself 
a Church, and all men, king, lords, commons, and 
spiritual ministers severally and equally are the 
mMibers of it. But if it may be hardly said, 
there is a connexion of two parts, wherein one 
Principle operating upon all the members makes 
them essentially one, how shall it be possible to 
separate them, or dissolve the union without aban- 

* For the argument vid. 1 Cor. xu. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



31 

doning the principle ? Whenever therefore, which 
God forbid ! the rulers and statesmen of a Christ- 
ian country shall deny the faith, then indeed the 
Church must of necessity withdraw from them. 
But not till then ; for charity beareth and hopetb 
all things, and for the sake of peace, every thing 
must be endured so long as opportunity shall be 
given freely to preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and boldly to speak the words of soberness 
and truth. This privilege in the hands of faithful 
ministers shall enable them not only to rebuke the 
vices of the lower ranks of men ; but as in older 
time, when Herod quailed before the Baptist who 
reproved him ; and at Elijah's threat of vengeance 
for his disobedience of the will of God, Ahab 
humbled himself and went softly; and Samuel 
laid Saul's transgression before him ; and Nathan 
brought David to repentance ; and the Bishops of 
the Church of England opposed the project of 
James for the restoration of Popery in these realms, 
so it shall enable them to defend the Truth against 
all its adversaries ; and to prevail with the nobles 
and commons of the land not only to shrink from 
open violence against it, but to strengtiien their 
feeble hands in its support. There is an authority 
in virtue, as in the sacred text of Holy Writ, 
which stamps it with the seal of Heaven. And 
Truth ia the mouth of a man conscious of his own 
integrity, will carry conviction to the proudest 
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heart, and put the gainsayer to silence. It how- 
ever peace on earth be to be diffused, it is hardly 
possible to conceive a more perfect method of 
securing it, than that of combining the faculties 
and securing the co-operation of every individual 
in his proper office for the purpose of inculcating 
Christian Principle, and enforcing Christian prac- 
tice. This perfects the happiness of man : that 
binding man to man by the strongest tie of love, 
secures unity, which is the strength of a nation. 
It were easy to enlarge upon the state of happi- 
ness on earth which must pervade the whole social 
body where unity prevails. Where one motive 
animates all men for the general good, there must 
be peace, and where it is, there is the blessing of 
the Lord. In the best periods of the Jewish his- 
tory its excellence was extolled in hymns. "Be- 
hold ! how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity ! " And under the Gos- 
pel, it has been shewn to be consistent with the 
will of God. — Indeed, the very relation which, by 
this last Revelation of His will, a Christian people 
are shewn to bear to God as children on account 
of their creation and of their adoption— »of their 
redemption by the same Saviour — and of their 
union by One Spirit, according to the Grace of 
God wherein they stand, constrains them to regard 
each other as members of one community. What- 
ever therefore are their powers or their abilities^ 
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whether of the mind or body, from him that oc* 
cupies the highest station and attracts the greatest 
share of admiration, to him that is the *^ servant of 
all,*' being given by the Dispenser of every gift for 
a particular end, they must be used to the same end. 
Thus then the superior understanding of those so 
gifted must be employed in directing the labours 
of the strong : and their laboursi to be productive 
and profitable to them must be encouraged by the 
rich : and the ministers of religion must be dili- 
gent to make known the will of God, and declare 
the Truth as it is in Jesus, exhorting the people to 
obedience, and rulers to justice, reminding them 
that they also have a Master in Heaven to whom 
they are accountable : and the Statesmen, and the 
Princes, and the Nobles, and the Judges, and the 
Councillors, and the Commons of the realm, must 
in their several stations support them in their of. 
fice, and enforce morality, as well by the laws they 
enact, as by their example* And in this union, seems 
to consist the very end and purpose of a Church 
on earth— and the dissolution of it would be opposed 
to the very Spirit and Principle of revealed religion. 
Religious Principle then being the bond which con- 
nects the Church and State in a Christian country r 
in other words, religious Principle being the bond 
of union between Christian men of all ranks and 
conditions in a Christian State, it is monstrous to 
suppose that the ministers of religion can have an 

c 
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interest in its preservation^ separate from that of 
the people. So also it is a most egregious error to 
imagine that they are alone the Church, since it 
ha;9 been ahewn that all are equally members of 
it> and therefore that all have an equal interest in 
preserving thie union inviolate* 

Now this is precisely the position of the King** 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, with the ex- 
Q&ption of that portion of it, which > when ita 
empire was united under one and the same crown 
of England, covenanted for the preservation of its 
pwn peculiar form of worship* But by that cove** 
nant the Church of Scotland is u^nited with the 
$tate : it is provided for and protected as a nat 
tional establishment by the laws of that country* 

The Chuix^h of England has for many years 
borne the character of a Visible Church of Cbrist# 
having the pure word of God preached therein,.and 
the sacraments duly ministered. Verily, this king* 
dom has been like a vineyard in a very fruitful bill, 
fenced about and planted with the choicest vi&e ; 
and in the midst thereof hath, stood the Church, 
like a tower, from which, by God's blessing, hath 
bee^ exhibited the word of Truth, it^ . poly safe- 
guard and protection, and (iie Light ipf the worlds 

To Him alone who hath caused it here to flovi? 
rish, can be ascribed the praise for all tiie benefits, 
which have arisen out of its peculiar constitution, 
to every man who under the administration of 
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equal laws, at home, aits securely in th^ pOv 
aes3ion of hi& own ; or abroad, hath partaken of 
the light which has burnt purely in its own lamp* 
^^ It was full of judgement : righteousness lodged 
in it**' And " happy have been the people to have 
been in such a. case, yea blessed have been the 
people who have had the Lord for their God/' 
The connexion of the Chureb and State in the 
united Kingdom of Great Britain wA Ireland, b«- 
ing only by the will of God, that which He hath 
joined together, let not man therefore put asunder. 
Whoever sets about it, will enter upon the evil 
Work at his peril, and may prosecute it to his 
own destruction. The mischief he begins, accord** 
ing to the fearful examples which have been 
exhibited to mankind in neighbouring states, 
wthin the memory of many in the present gene^ 
ration, will fall upon his own head« And let him 
that would thus raise a temple to discord, beware» 
l^t, like the rebuilder of Jericho, be be cursed 
before the Lord, and too late discover that he 
hath laid the foundation of it in his first born and 
in his youngest son hath set up the gates thereof *• 
Doubde^ exceptions may be anticipated against 
the groundwork of this defence. The mere po^ 
litical economist may reject the high authority 
referred to ; and the dissenter, though he but 
differ in a little, even as it were in the splitting 

♦ Jos, vi. 261. 1 Kings xvi. 34. 
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t>f a straw, niay deny the justness of its afypli*- 
cation ; because forsooth, *' the alliance of the 
Church with the secular powers'*, an event utterly 
impossible in its primitive age, '< cannot be de*; 
itionstrated from the Gospel '% But their objec-^ 
tious may be overruled. For this last, it were 
enough to shew, (not perhaps to the removal of 
the objector's prejudice, but to the satisfaction of 
every by stander who shall hear the argument as 
it respects a ceremonial lawi) that the rule laid 
down with the utmost precision for the pec^le^ 
of Israel was evaded, and that with scrupulous 
adherence- to the lett^, they omitted the weightier 
Blatters of the law. The statutes moreover ordain*^, 
ed for them were not designed for othec nations i, 
they were peculiarly adapted to them only,; 
Neither is it possible to. conceive the existeticct 
of a ritual that shall be fit in each particular foori 
aU nations and for ev^ry^ cfimate* It is not surn* 
Rising therefore that the Lord, .contemplating^ 
ti%e good of the whole wK)rld, when. He; blc>tt6d) 
out the old handwriting ■ of ordinanOes whlcJl* 
never could: have been geaerally adopted. «hQ|iJdi 
Ijave prescribed no new one j but in, its room^' 
should have established a Pdnciple o(f ualveraal^ 
application, which, neither variety of; clitnat«r 
peopk, nor drcumstances, wuld ^affeQt-rrit.^^^ 
c^i^le mi undefined, but determiiiate—^aErincapiet«f 
thay;ery Es$en0^ of the Deity JHHWsel&rr-aPrincipleir 
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in man, of love to God for His owA siCke, and of hh 
neighbour for God^s sake— a Principle, in the 
apprehension of which, there can be no mis^' 
take, being always to be referred, whether, in th^ 
matter of doctrine or example, to the Revealed 
Word of God as eto a sure testimony, which ^ be 
that runs may read. In the humble condition 
indeed, in which the Lord Jesus Christ chose to 
dwell amongst men. He derived no portion of 
Hiis authority from earthly powers j nor, consist^ 
ent^ with His purpose in the world, nor with 
His maxim of •• rendering unto Cassar the things 
that were Caesar's'', could He have assumed the 
exerciise of any to change their customs; The 
meanest man on earth might embrace His doc* 
trine and become His disciple, without being 
Ijiereby freed from any obligation even to a 
heathen master. But if, to the faith in Christ a$ 
the only Saviour^ had been added a. prescribed 
ritual, it is hardly possible to suppose that any man:; 
coiiM have complied with it, in thia first ages o^ 
theOospel, without a breach of some such obliga** 
tlon. Whatever changes were to be made therefore, 
wereto be made and were made afterwards, by 
tiidse who dbtdned powef by the Gospel. These inr« 
flu^ced by the Holy Spirit and directed by His 
word were autiiorized so to adapt them to the p^fki 
Kar times and to the circumstances of those wlpo 
should receive the doctrine, as might be found 
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expedient. And, so that the Spirit of the Gospel 
be preserved, the forms doubtless may be chang- 
ed by those in authority whenever necessity com- 
pels it. Still nothing but extreme necessity can 
justify the least deviation from a good old path ; 
and that necessity should be demonstrated by the 
Spiritandthe testimony of Revealed religion. Then, 
whatever variation maybe expedient for the sake of 
peace, or for peculiarity of country or of climate, 
there will be little justifiable ground for schism 
in that nation which adopts the Bible, as the standard 
bf religious opinion, though there be found no pre** 
Scribed rule in Scripture, for the alliance of the 
Church and State. 

To meet the objection of the former, by con- 
descending to the very lowest degree of worldly 
mindedness in a comparison of small things with 
great: the political economist may discern the 
Value of an act of Parliament, which shall pro 
tempore regulate the tariff of Commercial reci* 
procity and bind all under its controul. The act 
shall not be ineflScient through want of skill or 
prudence in the legislator ; but it shall be evaded. 
And why? Not because intelligence was wanting 
in its enactment: not because the legislator had 
no authority ; but because the act must be inter- 
preted according to the letter, and because there 
is no common principle operating between the 
maker and the breaker of the law : the principle 
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of self interest in the merchant is opposed to the 
principle of free trade in the legislator. And if, 
to meet the exigency of the case, it revert to the 
legislator for amendment, without respect to the 
sdf interested party he would more earnestly ad^ 
here to the principle which directed the former 
act And thus what reason dictates and common 
sense approves in human jurisprudence, you are 
hereby entreated, Lords and Gentlemen, to apply 
to higher purposes ; and you are referred to the 
Sgtred text of Scripture because it never fails to 
corroborate the impulse of these highest faculties 
of humanity* 

Of all the privileges with which this highly 
favoured country has been gifted, that which con- 
ferred upon it the Light of Truth, and made the 
Holy Bible the standard and the only test of it, is 
the greatest By this, let the doctrine of the Church 
of England be proved, by. the same let the Prin- 
ciple of the union of the Church and State be 
tried, and by it, let them stand or fall. By this, 
let your decision be controlled : by it, prove all 
things and hold fast to that which is good. To 
this, you are confidently referred; for notwith- 
j^jtanding some may differ in the interpretation or 
the apphcation of the doctrine, there are yet 
many who will rejoice to avail themselves of 9, 
suggestion from the words of soberness and trutli, 
if they can but discern in what manner they may 
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b^. brought t<K bear <firectly upon Ae question 
uftder their consideration. 

., How: then stands the case? It has been ad« 
mitted there is no prescribed rule in Scripture lor 
the connexion of the Church and State under ihe 
Christian dispensation. But it has been sbewn--^ 
that such connexion origiaates in a certain Principle 
which tends to unity^ and which is equally efficient 
to renovate the Church as at first to found it« 
— That the union of Church and State is hot • 
an alliance of two duitiaaict parts of iwhidi the 
clergy are one, and the people the other, having * 
separate interests; but that a nation professing*. 
Christianity is itself a Church, and that all the i 
members, however many in iti are indissolubly 
connected so long as diat Principle is inopecatlom ^ 
It has moreover been shewn by reference: to ' 
the Old Testament,— that an union of the civiland 
ecclesiastical polity is not contrary to the Will of. ^ 
God. And it has been, not only inferred, in the > 
absence of especial authority from the New Testae 
ment, that such an union is not inoon sistentwitb 
it, but by reference to the Sacred Text it ha^ been 
further proved— that it. actually a<^cords wifch.tfaei 
very Spirit of the Gosp^U**that such union can** 
not be dissolved except the. State declare itadf 
un<^ristian-~that the powers dispensed to eaeli 
individual whatever be his rank or station, are 
giv0B for the benefit pf. all— that, all are equally 
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iaterasted io the Principle which renders the bond^ 
indissoluble ; and that it is of God's graee, that ' 
this kingdom hath been thus constituted a Church, 
rdigious Principle baying united men of all ranks 
in it, into one body.^One great fallacy has b^en 
thus exposed : and the force of reason and com- ^ 
mon sense has been opposed to some exceptiotis 
that may be taken to this method of defending * 
the position in vrhioh the Church is now existing 
in this kingdoDft in <x>nnexion with the State: 
witb wikat effect the reader must determine. But 
tins may be obse^ed : the position is made to 
stand upon its own merit, of which he may form 
hh judgement. If it be based on Truth it will * 
stand the test of it:-«if not, let the errcMr be^ 
made manifest by an appeal to the only source of 
Truth/. 

It now remains, in pursuance of the scope and >> 
tehdency of •• the Writihg of a Man's band*^^ * 
befofe youj to coqnteiract the measures whether* ' 
contemplated or contrived for <* the extiinctiotr^^ of ^ 
the 'National Church; and to shew that the Prim x 
ciple upon which it restd, ftirnisbes the only rule -^ 
wbidi can be adhered to with safety, and which -^ 
cannot be abandoned without confusion. v ' 

And shall it be ai^ed " qui bono** ?-Whyd[ii*- 
cu8» a snlgeet which, however it th^y be cm^ : 
ceived by visionaries and republicans, is designed '> 
by iioi reputable partyin* the Stated y^Ali^ifdt^;^ 
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the humiliating lesson to be learned by the vrise 
in their own eyes, who regard history as an old 
almanack, and esteem the blessings conferred upon 
them as the result of their own sagacity. One 
man, without considering the fearful consequences 
against which provision was made in its fabric* 
ation, may cut through the dam of the largest 
reservoir ; but an host of men cannot abate the 
raging of the waters till their strength be spent. 
So the politician, in the recent scenes before him, 
may have discerned the value of an outwork to the 
protection of the strongest citadel t and O ! that 
he, who so well understood things necessary to the 
security of his position in the field, had not 
withered his arm by putting forth his hand to 
destroy the defences of the constitution of Great 
Britain and Ireland, as it existed till the year 
1829, of which his training had not taught him to 
estimate the real value ! But these have been re- 
moved ! And now that the approaches are carried 
on with small resistance, what shall arrest the 
ultimate designs of its adversaries ? 

If indeed it should not have been Within the 
statesman's province to meditate deeply on. the 
Principle which unites the nation and the Church 
together in one Body, and he has been thus misled 
by the fallacy which represents them as parts 
distinct from each other in the British Constitution; 
and so has overlooked into Mfhat jeopardy^ the 
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least injuiy done, ev6n to the servants of all, by 
disparaging the importance of their office, may 
bring every subject of the realm: much less 
probable it is that he should have watched the 
insidious process^ by which the affections of the 
people have been alienated from their proper 
pastors. Neither may he have discerned through 
the veil atid covering of Dissent in religious 
opinion; a grasping at the very political powers 
which, being in the hands of the Church, as it is 
pretended, disqualifies it for spiritual functions. He 
may not have weighed the arguments for a " dis- 
solution*' of what is called " the alliance of Church 
and State '% nor tried the value of those Scriptures 
which are brought forward in their support, to 
which his attention is nevertheless thereby invited* 
Neither may he be aware how fast approaching the 
moment is, when a point of greater magnitude 
tiian the Reform of the Church must be deter* 
intned^ But amongst those to whom it more 
especially belongs, many have observed all these 
operations carried on with slow but progressive 
steps. Long have they foreseen, that what ap- 
peared to begin in the Spirit could never be ex- 
pected to end in the Spirit* And now that the 
flood«^tes are almost open, and the torrent of 
popular clamour ready to break out and over^^ 
whelm the voice of reason and religion — ^now 
that the enfrandiised people are goaded by the 
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m^rbeiisuy press: by pamphlets : by bitter invectiveet 
of seceders, in excuse for the schism ihefy have 
made: and by political addresses, delivered in the 
coiiventicle by way of sermons^ to demand a 
dissolution of •* the alliance between the Church 
and State, as the origin of all the false religion and 
bad government, which since the Christian era 
have cursed the earth*' j and within the parliament, 
as exhibited by the glance herein taken, an host 
of adversaries, is moved by self interest and deadly^ 
hate, of whom, some are already pledged to tb* 
work: nothing bat fatuity can blind the eye oP 
the most common-place observer to the acoiitdu^' 
lating tide of popular feeling, which thus extited'' 
and encouraged, as surely as the fruit follows tW' 
blossom and the bud, so must it lead to the de-^- 
struction of the national Church j if no meam be' 
found to prevent its overflow. But admitting ttre' 
existence of design and contrivance for its "ex^- 
tinctiott *% howare they to be counteracted ? Whet*^^ 
withal are the itaajority of the people, who, if 
polled in the united Kingdom; might declare thend^ 
selves, or be declared to be without the. pale 
of the Church of England to be controlled? How 
shall a Church tottering, not less through its own . 
internal divisions, than shaken by the assaults of 
adversaries, more than half betrayed by professed 
admirers, and irresolutely defended by hefr warmest 
friends, be supported? How shall the voice of 
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oppoBitiiMi to her station be resisted ? Haw^iih»l|: 
the ciy for her separation from the ^ate i>e 
suppressed? 

By the FORCE of TRUTH— let COMJMOK 
SPNSE and REVEALED RELIGION be ap^ 
pealed to« :; 

Let these be umpires in the mighty cause be- 
tween the Church of England and her. adversaries 
-^Let her articles be brought to the test of the 
unerring word of God — Let her liturgy as free 
from enthufflasm as from superstition, the best 
security for order, decency^ and purity in public 
\i^prahip extant, and the admiration of the Christian 
vtQf^* be compared with the Holy Bible. — Let 
her homilies, the commentary of the fathers of the 
CjMirch of England, upon the sacred text, b^ trie4 
by the same-r-Let aU abuses, if such there be, when 
clf^rly pcwted Q\%U be corrected ; but take beed> 
to Vthe doctrine '!~Let every irr^ularity that 
n>ay huve ;qrept m unawares be reformed; bu<; 
*• holdjGast the form of her sou,nd words'*— Let 
her canons be revised and rein vigorated ; aiid. 
then, instead of giving roqm for accusation, 
against her for lack of discipline, let the civil 
powersi which now hfook not the code ecclesijistic;, . 
as an ^*imperium in imperio'* within the statute 
law, give her authority to enforce them by gut; 
ting forth their own in its support. 
, Nor. let the diss^tier here;e3^1t in the mpnjieji-t 
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tary triumph which such an appeal to the civil 
powers for protection may create, as if ** fear were 
thus betrayed for the falling of episcopacy'* if not 
"shored by earthly government ". No — as clear- 
ly as the sacred text can be interpreted, the form 
of the infant Church of Christ on earth waa 
episcopal; and the page of history from the 
earliest date till now, in its continual course, 
corroborates the fact. 

"Dissenterism" may *Oive and thrive abun- 
dantly*', as those who contribute to its prosperity 
may boast. But such as profess to build their 
hopes on the Rock of Ages, or take the names 
of their leaders, in contradistinction to the Church, 
which as a candlestick upholds the Bible to them 
as the only True Light, in which the pure word 
of God is preached, and the Sacraments are duly 
administered according to Christ's ordinance, shall 
be well nigh confounded in their attempt to 
reply to the great apostle's question: ^'Are ye 
not carnal?" 

But these adversaries of "the unnatural con- 
nexion of Church and State", iappeal to Scrip- 
ture too. Hear them. Lords and Gentlemen! 
"The writing of a man's hand" has heretofore 
intreated you to listen to this appeal on behalf 
of the Church to which many of you are united 
by one Principle, and which more of you have 
expressed your determination to support, though 
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many be opposed to it. But now it urges you in 
behalf of the Dissenters also, who alike rest the 
foundation of their hope on the same basis of 
eternal truth. You are not going to legislate for 
the Church of England only, in the common 
acceptation of the word, but for the whole body 
politic, as well as spiritual; and the large ma- 
jority of these hold to the Bible as the only Test 
of it. Let them therefore produce their strong 
reasons. — Let these be brought to this high 
standard, and when tried in the balances of right 
judgement ; if they be found wanting, p,s Joshua 
did of old, still leave them the choice of their 
own profession, but do you be entreated to adhere 
to and protect that form of worship, which is the 
inheritance of this people from their forefathers, 
and the best for public use* Respect npt the 
bitterness of their invective, which savours little 
enough of charity, but try their assertions. Can 
that be said to be '*one of the archest wiles Satan 
ever invented" that allied the civil with the 
eccle^astical powers for the support of Christianity 
at home and the propagation of the Gospel abroad? 
Can such an assertion be hazarded with safety in 
defiance of the Holy Bible? This records not 
<iQ}y the existence oi that union in the Jewish 
nation, but moreover invariably exhibits its pros- 
perity, under those kings who were as zealoufi 
themselves tp observe the prescribed worship as 
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to< prevent the people from being seduced hj dnjr 
other fOTxnf; and its adversity, when thejr neg- 
lected such their duty. 

• Is it a fact that the ^* world hath remained 
unevangelized*' by an uniota of the Church and 
State? Is "the Church and State'' united, justly 
to be compared to " Nebuchadnezzar's image of 
brass and iron and clay "? Was it ever heard of 
until now, that '* the Church and State " was as 
an ** idol," •* by which the enemy of souls could 
gull and hum mankind"? Because Christ bath 
said, " my kingdom is not of this world," is there 
therefore an end to all authority in the Chnrch ? 
Is it not expressly declared, that ** God is not the 
Author 6f confusion but of peace, as in all the 
churches of the saints"? And shall there be no 
rale prescribed for securing that " all things be 
dotle decently iand in order" in the Church 
of England? Because the Christian reli^on is 
de&ngned to purify the heart, and to curb its sinfhl 
.passions and affections, is no power to be exercised 
in coercing the disobedient, and preventing the 
breach of those moral laws which are designed to 
preserve peace on earth ? If it were not permitted 
by the laws of a heathen empire *• to scourge a 
fnan that was a Roman uncondemned," itwotfld 
be most unreasonable to leave the people without 
protection from the law under a Christian govern- 
ment. But the ministers of the gospel, by virtue 
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ieii thteirrrprfrtfcular office^ exerqisBt Tidaorfipw^ 
. ex^e^t in ^iritual things, or euch mattecsas^elMe 
to the care of the poor and thie geoteral welfato 6f 
; tjh^ floeks of whleh they ^e tk^, fippointed paalors. 
° /J^heir duty is to exhort and to persuade to holi- 
ness, but they have no strength to enforce the 
, moral law. The discipline even required by their 
own canons is annulled, the civil powers being so 
, jealous of Churchrauthority and the least infringe- 
.ftient of the liberty of the subject, as^ to give the 
l^tte^ a right of appeal from the ecclesiastical courts 
to th^fie of the common law, which renders the \ery 
r notion of temporal power in their hands erroneous. 
..^n^ shall it be said, in defiance of these facts, 
- notorioiis as the sun at noon, that the Church of 
, ]pli^and is to be extinguished op account of its 
worldly domination ? Whilst one party cries put 
: agfiinst her temporal authority, there is yet another, 
^ with as little reason, railing 2^ainst the superiors in 
. Jfc^r communion for laxity of discipline^ without con- 
; sidering how she is restrained in the exercise of it by 
the civil powers, which, in such matters, she cannot 
consistently resist. In the British constitution the 
jmoral laws are made part and parcel of the statute 
law, and if they must needs be enforced, the civil 
magistrate, to whom authority is given for the 
purpose, must exercise it to that end* Herein 
is apparent the operation of the Principle of the 
union between the civil and ecclesiastical authori- 
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ties: in other language, of " the alliance of 
Church and State*' as it is applied to the pro- 
tection of the lives, properties, and liberties of all. 
And if it be not with propriety directed also, to the 
maintenance of true religion and virtue, Chris- 
tianity would be the only system of religion upon 
earth, and Christians the only people amongst 
whom, those in authority could be exempt from 
the duty of observing and protecting the national 
service of the Supreme Object of their worship. 

Surely such an union as this is not effected by 
** overlooking the divine aphorism, * my kingdom 
is not of this world;'" neither is it an infringe- 
ment upon the Principle comprehended under it. 
Nor can it be, that "the forming of such an alliance 
in Church and State, is the origin of all false religion 
and bad government, which since the Christian 
era hath cursed the earth/' Inconsistent, how- 
ever, as it may appear with such a declaration as 
this, delivered with the authority of a minister of 
the gospel, to the congregation which sat before 
him, reference is also made, in the same sermon, 
to the period of Jewish history which records the 
acts of Jehoshaphat — Of all the kings of Judah, one 
of the most intent upon seeking to the Lord God 
of his father, and walking in His commandments, 
and not after the doings of Israel, — a king who 
took away the high places, and the groves, the 
places of worship which accorded not with the 
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form prescribed — a king who sent his princes to 
teach in the cities of Judah, and with them Levites, 
and with them priests, who had the book of the 
law of the Lord and taught in Judah, so that the 
fear of the Lord fell upon the kingdoms round 
about Judah, and they made no war upon him — 
a king who after listening to all the flattering 
promises of the prophets, who were separated from 
the united Church and State of Judah, still asked 
for a prophet of the Lord, that they might enquire 
of him — a king who having been persuaded to an 
alliance with the king of Israel, turned at the 
reproof of the Seer, for helping the ungodly and 
loving them that hate the Lord — a king who 
proclaimed a fast, listened to the preacher in the 
midst of the congregation, and taking courage 
from his assurance, personally addressed the 
people, saying, " Believe in the Lord your God, so 
shall ye be established: believe his prophets, so 
shall ye prosper '* — a king who took the lead in 
promoting the praise of the Lord, and so *• the 
realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave 
him rest round about" * 

When indeed the Church and State of Judah, 
assailed by their inveterate enemies who came to cast 
them out of their possession, which their God had 
given them to inherit, lifted up their eyes to Him 

* 2 Chron. xvii. to xx. 

D 2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



52 

for help, then Jehoshaphat in the name of the people 
confessed that they had " no might against the 
great company coming against them, and that 
they knew not what to do." And in this Refiige 
they found there was no cause for dismay. But 
an appeal to words uttered by this king of Judah 
as he stood in the National Church under his 
protection, united, as it was, with the State, in 
order to give confidence to the " great company** 
disiaffected to the British constitution, in proceed- 
ings recommended to insure the dissolution of 
an union of the same sort existing in it, is a 
wresting of the scriptures to the destruction of 
the harmony of the Empire. And it is unbecom- 
ing in a professed interpreter of Holy Writ and a 
teacher of the multitude intent upon hearing the 
truth contained therein, at his lips. Nor is it to 
be observed without pain, that whether it be 
" Reform, Revolution, or Anarchy,** by which " the 
dissolution of the alliance of Church and State*' 
may be effected, they are equally contemplated 
with satisfaction, even though violence with all its 
horrors begin in the sister kingdom of Ireland. 

That this oration from the conventicle, as it 
appears before the public, is not hereby misre- 
presented, the following passage is extracted for 
your perusal. " My great consolation is, that the 
Lord reigns: though I believe all the worldly 
governments of Christendom will, one after an- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



53 

other, tumble into ruins, until Reform, or Revo- 
lution, or Anarchy, shall prepare the way for the 
complete separation of the stale principle of Church 
and State. • I will overturn, overturn, overturn,* 
and * Every plant which my Father has not planted 
shall be rooted up :* — these words are fast accom- 
plishing. For sixteen centuries Christendom has 
groaned, and the rest of the world remained un- 
evangelized, by one of the archest wiles which 
Satan ever invented, in setting up this nondescript 
idol of a second Nebuchadnezzar's image of the 
brass, and iron, and clay, in the Church and 
State; by which all mankind. Papal, Protestant, 
Infidel, Mahomedan, and Pagan, have been gulled 
and hummed by that great enemy of souls : while 
. history and a due consideration of the eternal 
nature of things ought to convince all of the 
truth of the divine aphorism — * My kingdom is 
not of this world.' An overlooking this, and 
forming this alliance of Church and State, is the 
origin of all false religion and bad government, 
which since the Christian era have cursed the 
earth. The dissolution of this alliance will cer- 
tainly begin in these kingdoms, in the rooting up 
that political monster of the Protestant Establish- 
ment in Ireland, though not in establishing Papacy 
instead, as good silly Tories cry. No — the world 
is come to that state as not easily to unknow itself ! 
How mysterious are the ways of God ! How deep 
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and past finding out his counsels and conduct I 
Lord, increase our faitb^ till it open out into sight 1" 
It is not to be denied indeed that the monstrous 
usurpation of all authority, temporal as well aa 
spiritual, by the ecclesiastics of the Roman 
Church, is both opposed to the spirit and to 
the letter of the gospel. Nor can it be denied 
that it ever has been and still is productive of 
innumerable evils to the Christian world. But in 
this case there can hardly be said to be an union of 
the Church and State ; for the State, if by that term 
the laity be signified, is in almost all the inter* 
me'diate degrees between the King and the lowest 
orders of the people, excluded from the exercise 
of its proper functions. It is as if the tongue 
and the hand were to usurp the office of every 
other member of the body, and to compel the head 
to renounce the services of all except the knee and 
the feet, alike depriving the mind and the judges 
ment of their peculiar functions, and every mem- 
ber of its freedom. Such is the state of Italy, such 
the state of Spain, such the state of Portugal, and if 
it be not so in Ireland, it is because the Church of 
Rome is not predominant. A state truly of human 
degradation it is, from which indeed emancipation 
is most fervently to be desired ; and in which it 
only can be held by shutting up the Holy Bible. 
But if Ireland exhibit a deplorable picture to the 
world of the effects of misrule and mistaken 
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policy — if she be unevangelized, or groan under 
priestly domination — it is not by the establish* 
ment of the Protestant Church by which she is 
enthralled. Neither will the evil be cured by 
" rooting up " that Branch of the Parent Church 
of England ; nor by consigning together with it, 
all her devoted members to the fury of their ene- 
mies. Nor will it be mitigated by giving loose to 
the enthusiastic rivalry, or trusting to the preca- 
rious efforts of sectarian parties, however zea- 
lously affected in the cause of preaching the word 
of Truth. 

The Principle upon which the union of the 
Protestant Church in Ireland with the State, is 
founded, and ought to be maintained, is just as 
sound as that on which the union of the Church 
and State in England is, or as it was of old in 
Jewry j and it is equally defensible, as Principle 
must ever be, on the same ground. Still, as it is 
not to the adoption of it, that Ireland's ills are to 
be ascribed, so neither can the abandonment of it 
prove for them an adequate remedy. To other 
sources they may all be traced as ** the Spiritual 
State of England and Ireland contrasted " * has 
made evident. 

That which has exalted Great Britain and Ire- 
land, since the period of the Reformation, is the 
indeUble characteristic of their creeds, which es- 

* Vid. Sermon preached at Doncaster 1329, published by 
Baldwin and Cradock. 
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sentially distinguish the united Protestant Church 
of England and Ireland, and also that of Scotland^ 
from the Church of Rome. The latter holds the 
ecclesiastical interpretation of the Bible to be 
of greater authority than the sacred text itself, 
thereby depriving the people of their liberty of 
conscience, and the exercise of private judgement, 
persuading men to rely upon the power of the 
priest to obtain for them« pardon and peace with 
God, or to prevent them from obtaining eithen — ^ 
The former make the Word of God the sole- stand* 
ard of " Truth,'* and leaving the conscience 
free, empower and encourage every man to search 
the Scriptures and try whether the things taught 
are agreeable to the written word. Thus they 
throw upon men, their own moral responsibility 
and beget m them reflection ; so that while they 
take counsel from the ministers of religion, they 
are persuaded the power to forgive sins belongeth 
only unto Christ And thus the mind being libe- 
rated from the thraldom of an undue fear of man, 
a new and higher motive to the performance of 
moral duty is brought into operation, which capa- 
citates it for the right use of liberty. 

To the existence of this great privilege; to 
their free access to the Holy Bible ; and to the 
consequent free exercise of their mental powers, 
are to be ascribed the energy, the industry, the 
private enterprize and public spirit, almost pecu- 
liar to Britons, which have led to the prosperity and 
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the exaltation of this nation, under the union of 
Church and State. Under this union, every avenue 
to the highest station which could be occupied 
by a subject, has been laid open to all men of every 
rank, so that they conformed to certain rules pre- 
scribed for the protection of all. Nor hath the 
Principle of union in the Church and State of Ire- 
land been at variance with that of England; 
although from the various acts of mistaken policy 
in the civil authorities it has not been equally put 
in operation. 

When those who came to the laudable resolu- 
tion •• That it was plainly repugnant to the word 
of God and the custom of the primitive church, 
to have public prayer in the church or to minister 
the sacraments in a tongue not understanded of 
the people,'** secured both, to the Church of 
England in their own language ; unhappily for 
Ireland, they ordained that these services should 
be performed in the English language, or where 
English readers could not be found, in the Latin. 
Not with a view, it is imagined, to prevent the 
dissemination of the Scriptures ; but, in the first 
instance, with a view of obliterating the Irish 
language, against which, there has ever prevailed 
an unnatural prejudice in England. And after- 
wards, on account of the diflSculty of procuring 
a version of the liturgy and of the Bible in the 

* Art. xxiv. 
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Irish language. Various attempts have been 
made from time to time to extend the benefit of 
the Holy Scriptures to the people of Ireland in 
their own tongue. Queen Elizabeth provided a 
fount of types for the purpose ; the bishops * of 
the Protestant Church made an accurate transla- 
tion of the Bible into the Irish tongue, and wrote 
it in the Irish character (the only one extant) for 
the same; and other pious individuals concurred 
in the attempt to give them circulation ; still, a 
variety of circumstances obstructed this desirable 
object. At one period the Jesuits transported 
Queen Elizabeth's types to Douay : at another, 
the rebellion broke out just as an edition was 
ready for distribution : and generally, prejudice 
against the language overruled, to the bane of 
Ireland, that which reason and true religion dic- 
tated for the benefit of every other nation, till 
within the last few years, when in 1827, all ob- 
stacles being overcome, Ireland had that greatest 
boon on earth conferred upon her, the Word of 
God in her own tongue. 

Thus, while England and only part of Ireland 
have been emancipated from the darkness which 

♦ Nicholas Walsh, Bishop of Ossory, was barbarously 
murdered in his own house while engaged upon the trans- 
lation of the New Testament ; Donellan, Archbishop of Tuam, 
then undertook the work, but died, leaving it unfinished; 
and O'Donel, Archbishop of Tuam, completed it in 1602. In 
1640, Bedell, Bishop of Kilmore, finished the translation of the 
Old Testament, but did not live to see it published. 
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prevails in the absence of the Light of Truth, too 
many parts of the Sister Island remain shackled 
with the tenets of the Romish superstition, a 
spectacle to the world of the corrupt influence of 
priestly domination, when the Book of God is shut. 
For, if it be true, that the Roman Catholic priests 
can command the still silence of a multitudinous 
and infuriate mob, which the partizans of their 
communion have characterized as " more awfiil 
than open and tumultuous rebellion," it is diffi- 
cult to excuse them from being accessary to the 
dreadful crimes of murder and devastation which 
now scourge that afflicted land, " wherein the won- 
derful and horrible thing" described of old seems 
to be repeated — *• The prophets prophesy falsely, 
and the priests bear rule by their means, and the 
people love to have it so." The existence of such 
a state of things in a country fitted by nature for 
a loftier position, deplorable and fearful as it is, 
cannot however, be ascribed to the existence of 
the Protestant establishment in Ireland— except- 
ing as its existence there, operating as a can- 
dlestick to bring to light the corruptions of a 
gross and superstitious system of delusion, may 
provoke the malice of those " who cannot bear 
the light, because their deeds are evil" — or as the 
purse, in the pocket of a traveller, may excite the 
cupidity of the assassin who attempts his life — or 
as the first preachers of the gospel at Ephesus 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



60 

drew down upon them thefury of the worshippers 
of the Great Diana, by declaring them to be ** no 
gods that were made with hands." It is as easy 
to admit the existence of mismanagement and 
error somewhere in the anomalous situation of 
affairs in Ireland, as it is to witness their ill effects; 
but it would be as unreasonable as unjust to 
attribute the existing evils, to the Protestant 
Church established there. And for him upon 
whom the task may devolve of producing a re- 
formation, it will be as necessary to probe their 
causes to the very quick, as it is natural to those 
who take a cursory view of the evils themselves 
to exclaim against them. Nor will it be difScult 
after such examination to convince the world, 
that it is not the union of the Protestant Churqh 
and State in Ireland that has produced th^ con- 
fusion in that country. Various causes may be 
assigned for her prevailing miseries. Amongst 
the most prominent, the degraded condition, of 
the poor, which paves the way for the influence, 
perverted to ferment intestine discord, and which 
tends to the destruction of every moral feeling. 
Without the advantage of a wealthy resident gen- 
try to employ them, or to purchase the product 
of their labours, there is no incitement to .in- 
dustry. Deprived of their franchise by the act of 
18S9, they have partly lost the patronage of 
those to whom they were before objects of 
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solicitude. And without the refuge of a legal pro- 
vision for their hard necessity, when houseless^ 
and reduced to poverty and sickness, content- 
ment would be more than could be expected from 
humanity. But is this to be attributed to the 
Union of the Church and State ? These are all 
evils so much opposed to the Principle of that 
union, that as Moses, when about to deliver Israel 
from Egyptian bondage, unwittingly caused an 
increase of their oppressions at the hand of 
Pharaoh, so have they caused the savour of that, 
which should have been for the emancipation of 
Ireland, to be abhorred in the eyes of the people, 
and to be a weapon in the hands of their leaders 
for its destruction. It is not the Union of the 
Church and State : but the departure from its 
Principle and the opposition to it : the want of 
means in the absence of the Holy Scriptures in 
the mother tongue, to enable the Church t<y per- 
form its proper functions, excepting in those parts 
wherein the English language has made progress: 
the mistaken policy of the civil powers j and the 
relaxation of those laws which, put in force, had 
spared the effusion of innocent blood. These are 
the circumstances that have chiefly conspired to 
produce the griefs of Ireland. And it is of the 
utmost importance to keep these causes of evil in 
sight; because the evils may be remedied, and the 
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Principle itself of the union of the Church and 
State be preserved inviolate. 

The causes hereinbefore enumerated are quite 
fiufScient to have produced not only the effects 
lamented, but to have contributed also, in some 
instances, to the inactivity, indolence, or ineffi* 
ciency complained of, and often magnified, in 
the Protestant clergy of Ireland. They, being 
" men of like passions with other men," appointed 
to cures in which there might not have been one 
soul who would receive their ministrations, nor 
one ear which could understand their tongue, in 
the receipt of a competent income, may have 
been tempted to forget their responsibility and 
neglect their duty. That this has not been the 
case generally, records to be referred to of those 
gone before ; and of living men, persecuted and 
unshaken, lights shining in a dark place, worthy 
followers of the first Apostles and of their suc^ 
cessors, the Reformers of the Church of England, 
bear most honourable testimony. And if there 
have been exceptions, they no more vitiate the 
Principle, upon which they held their office under 
the protection of the State, than he, that steals his 
neighbour's purse, vitiates the eighth command- 
ment. Because blind men cannot see the light, 
it is no proof the sun does not emit it — nor yet 
because they put the Bible on the shel^ is it a 
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proof that the Truth is not contained therein. So 
neither, because a minister unhappily neglects his 
sacred office, does it prove the Principle of those 
who sent him " to do the work of an evangelist/* 
to be unsound. Because Demas forsook St. Paul, 
having loved the world better than his office, the 
Principle which led to his appointment in the mi- 
nistry was not less pure than that which held St. 
Paul stedfast to his purpose. Nor because the 
spies sent out by Moses, returned with a false 
report through fear, was the Principle erroneous, 
on which their mission was dictated, notwith- 
standing all the evils which were thereby brought 
upon the people of Israel. In proof, the Prin- 
ciple was pursued by Joshua with more success. 
Nor if it be objected and admitted, that patronage 
hath been prostituted to secular and political pur- 
poses in the Church, is the Principle on which the 
union of Church and State is rightly founded, on 
that account, at all shaken. The language of the most 
virulent of all her enemies cannot be strained to 
charge upon what they call the Protestant Church 
exclusively, the corruptions which they allege 
against her, and which they would persuade the 
people to believe are inseparably affixed to her. 
They may be traced with accuracy to their foun- 
tain head : the abuse of patronage in the civil 
powers : in other words, an usurpation on the part 
of the political members, of the functions peculiar 
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to th€ ecclesiastical members of the Church. But 
this is not necessary to the existence of the union 
of the Church and State : it is, as all corruptions 
are, accidental and foreign to it. It mars its beauty 
and hinders its efficacy, and as the unseemly ex* 
crescence of a wart may be removed without 
deforming the appearance of the hand, so may 
this abomination and every other abuse be re- 
formed without infringing in the least upon the 
Principle of the union of the Church and States 
which is its defence. 

^ There is ample room for further comment upon 
some uncharitable reflections cast upon the Beoch 
of Bishops, in the pamphlet already referred to, 
as if a concurrence, contrary to conscience^ in 
sundry projects admitting of a variety of opinion, 
were due from them to the civil powers Or as if 
the sentiments of the official servants of the Crown, 
expressed in Parliament, were allowed to. be the 
great measure of compliance and submission in the 
subject, and not the laws enacted. Or as if the 
exercise of the freedom enjoyed by every otbcft: 
member of the British Empire, as his highest prir 
vilege, should be justly imputed to them, as proof 
of << political corruption." Much also might 
be said upon its extraordinary inconsistency. It 
opens with an allusion to ^^ the Stuart dynasty,'' 
and then proceeds : " Now, however, it is fully 
conceded to us, to exercise the judgement without 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«5 

^diitroul in matters of faith ; nor are we denied 
our right to canvass the measures of Government, 
in matters purely civil, also. A Christian is not 
overstepping the line, when he discusses parlia*- 
ihentary measures, or feels the pulse of the minis- 
try by analyzing the speech of the King/' And 
then discussing the proceedings for the Reform of 
the Representation, then in agitation, he goes on 
to say ; " I am not at all certain that the opera-* 
iicrn of the Reform Bill would have benefited the 
nation to the full extent that millions imagine," 
*c» ^* Yet it was undoubtedly one of the most 
taagmficent measures ever contemplated by a 
British House of Commons. We might have 
^boped that in a measure piirely political, the Noble 
«PreliatBs,**^ (who are in the next |>age described as 
*'^'^iritual Champions of political corruption ") 
.<• would have refrained from intermeddling." 
"' If tins had not been contained in a sermon de- 
JiVemd in a place of* public worship, and in the 
time. of divine service, it might but have corro- 
ibcfrated the justice of an observation, as trite now, 
is in the days which led to the destruction of the 
'Roa^an Commonwealth: that they are not the 
most liberal who cry out roc^t loudly for liberty, 
even while they enjoy all that can be had without 
4opriving their fellow citizens of what belongs to 

*« Plecteris ergo^ inquiuutr cum factum nostrum 
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improbare audes. O super biam inauditam ! Alios 
infacinore gloriari, aliis ne dolere quideniy impunite 
ticere! at hcec etiam servis semper libera Juerunt^ 
timerent^ gauderent^dolerentj suopotius quam uUeritis 
arbitrio : qiue nunc, ut quidem isti dictitant liberiatis 
auctoreSy metu nobis extorqvere conantur.''* 

This might indeed have been passed by un- 
heeded ; but coming as it does from the pulpit of 
a dissenting minister^ with other matter as purely 
political, it may be observed : if it could become 
a Christian minister to discuss the subject of Parlia- 
mentary Reform so inopportunely; it must be 
conceded that it is no breach of duty in Chris- 
tian ministers, even though not expressly called 
upon, to discover their sense of public measures, 
in which every one has an intimate concern. In 
the particular instance before us, the Bishops, ex- 
cept they had abandoned their posts in a moment 
of great anxiety, must have either expressed their 
approbation of the measure by compliance, or dis- 
approbation by resistance. And if so great an ad- 
vocate for Reform could entertain a doubt of its 
beneficial consequences, why may not " the Noble 
Prelates'^ have had their doubts also? And having 
them, why not have given their votes accordingly, 
without the imputation of corrupt motives ? 

But no more of this production : nor would 
occasion have been taken for the remarks here of- 

* Ep. fam. XI. 28. 
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fered upon its contents, but that ** England's 
Crisis and her Safeguard '' is reported by those of 
the congregation, before whom that sermon was de- 
livered, to have been honoured with the approba- 
tion of a noble lord highly exalted in public esti- 
mation. If there be truth in this ; and should 
these remarks meet that noble statesman's eye, it 
is earnestly entreated, that the arguments which 
Sommers, Sawyer, Treby, urged with success, in 
behalf of the Bishops in 1688, may have a patient 
hearing now that they are renewed in defence of 
their successors in 1833, although their efforts 
were in this latter instance unavailing : what be- 
sides, is here suggested, it is hoped, may also share 
his Lordship's dispassionate attention*. 

Thus far ** the writing of a roan's hand,*' 
with much diffidence as to the manner, though 
with great confidence as to the matter, has pro- 
ceeded to distinguish between the Principle of the 
union of the Church and State, and those abuses 
which are accidental and not necessary to their con- 
nexion, by way of counteracting the means whether 
contrived or contemplated for its dissolution. 

It has yet to note, that in the Reform proposed, 
whatever it may be, the hope of reducing the 
established Church, or of adjusting the various 
modes of worship prevailing in the United King- 
dom, to a form which shall satisfy the opposite ex- 
* Vide Hume's Hist. £ng. in loco. 
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tremes of dissent, or the nice shades of distinction 
in the creed of professed Christians, is as vain, as 
the attempt would be to amalgamate the colours 
of the rainbow. And further, that the idea of 
professing no particular creed, or of cherishing no 
form of worship, is as unreasonable, as it would 
be unholy not to believe in God, or to make no 
public confession of Christian faith : so that the 
whole matter is thus brought within a narrow 
compass. For since there must be some " form of 
sound words " for the declaration of the things 
necessary to be believed by Christians, for the 
public profession of their faith j for the public 
worship of God ; and for the public instruction of 
the people in Christian doctrine and morality, the 
question is reduced to the mere choice of form. 

Some few men may imagine that true religion 
requires no form for its support, and it may be 
true J but it is not true that there needs no form 
to make it influential upon the world. The candle- 
stick is not necessary to the light of the candle ; 
but it is a fit instrument for making the light bene- 
ficial to the house. It need be neither of gold, 
nor of silver ; but if there be a power of choosing 
between the more precious and the baser metals, 
the exercise of it is hardly matter of discretion. 
So the Light of Truth will shine in darkness though 
the darkness comprehend it not ; but if it be to 
be rendered useful there must be some means or in- 
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strument for exhibiting it to the people. No form 
that really serves the purpose is to be despised, 
but that which to the Civil Powers seems to be 
the best for all, must reasonably be preferred. 
Now the very form or instrument under the Chris- 
tian Dispensation is called the Church, which is 
moreover likened to a golden candlestick, as the 
means of diffusing the Light of Truth. But it has 
been shewn that the Church, as compared with the 
body of a man, comprehends under it every member 
of the Spiritual Body of which Christ Jesus is the 
acknowledged Head ; and in the application of this 
peculiar term to it, as the means of diffusing the 
Light of Truth, it is more than implied that the 
knowledge of the word of God is, by it, to be 
communicated to all. And this being the precise 
object in the appointment of a Christian ministry, 
as it has been shewn, and all having an equal in- 
terest in " the Doctrine of the Gospel:'* as well in 
its promises and threatenings, which alike influence 
the fears and the hopes of all, as in the duties in- 
culcated, on the performance of which, the peace 
and happiness of the whole body depend, the very 
Principle which animated the founders of the 
Church must be reverted to, as the only rule that 
can be adhered to with safety, in the reformation 
of the abuses complained of: neither can it be 
abandoned without confusion. 

In venturing upon this part of the subject, the 
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discussion of which is of such intense interest, 
** the writing of a man's hand " trembles lest it 
should fail in the attempt to strip from the Prin- 
ciple, the incumbrances with which it is sur- 
rounded : and yet so manifestly apt does the 
Principle appear to be, to divest itself of them, that 
it is hoped the Great Author of it, will direct 
** the writing " untarnished by " a man's hand " 
to its establishment. 

This, that first moved the Great Creator to make 
man a living soul» and then to redeem him from 
the penalty due to his transgression, and after that 
to infuse into his heart a portion of His own 
eternal Spirit, is Love — Love that is due from every 
man to God, his Creator, his Redeemer and the 
Sanctifier of his soul, as the source and spring of 
all his comforts here and of his hope of happi- 
ness hereafter. And Love that is due from man to 
his fellow as to himself,f:and^is thus inimitably ex- 
plained : ** all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you do ye even so to them." — 
ThiS| by whatever name it may be called, whether 
benevolence, philanthropy, or goodwill towards 
men ; whether care for the social body ; regard 
to their respective interests ; or concern for their 
temporal and eternal vi'elfare ; is the Principle 
which moves the Christian body and which ought 
to impel every member of it. And this, binding 
man to man in unity of affection, necessarily be- 
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gets an earnest desire in all to promote the parti- 
cular benefit of each individual. And as in the 
body, ** upon the feeble parts more abundant care 
is bestowed," so *'the Powers that be" are bound 
to pay the more abundant attention as well to the 
spiritual as the temporal wants of those in the in* 
ferior station of life. 

When rulers, therefore, who contemplate the 
high responsibility of their own office, feel them* 
selves bound to make the best provision for the 
welfare of all, it is hardly possible, for the states* 
man, to forget that ^ righteousness exalteth a nar 
tion but that sin is a reproach to any people ; " or 
to legislate without reference to their moral con- 
dition. But when the Christian legislator, who 
knows the awful account, which he has to render 
to a higher Master, reflects also upon the responsi- 
bility, before God, of every man under his authority 
in the nation, and that not his temporal only, but 
his eternal welfare also is at issue, he is under the 
highest obligations to make provision for the in- 
culcation of the " principles of the doctrine of 
Christ," and for the promotion of moral practice, 
to which end it is his duty to take care, not only 
that the instruction given is sound ; but that the 
teachers appointed also, are competent to fulfil 
thdr office* 

With reject to these two important dbjects of 
the Christian legislator — The first can only be at- 
tained by adopting some " form of sound words." 
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This may serve on the one hand, as a guide to 
the ministers, as well in "the Doctrine'* which 
they are to teach, as in the moral duties they are 
to inculcate, always providing, that they establish 
every thing declared as Truth, upon the authority 
of the written Word of God, to which all men 
may appeal as to the only test of it. And on the 
other hand, as a protection to the people from 
the vain theories of the visionary. — The second 
can only be by selecting out of those ** addicted 
to the ministry'* a few men fitted for the office, 
whom they may invest with authority to overlook 
the rest ; or else by care in excluding from the 
ministerial office, those, whose intrusion thereinto 
would be manifestly injurious to the community; 
This right of interference on the part of the civil 
Powers, in matters of religion, which so sensibly 
affect the people's happiness, cannot be denied 
in Principle ; and in these realms it is the uni« 
versal practice. — It is exemplified in the compul- 
sory ** mandamus'^ to the civil magistrate, re- 
quiring him : first, to administer to any Protestant 
subject who may present himself for the purpose, 
an oath to the effect : that he " believes that the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments do 
contain the Revealed Will of God; and that he 
receives the same as the rule of his doctrine and 
practice }"* and then to give to the person^ having 

* 52 Geo. III. cap. 155. § vii. 
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taken the oath, " a certificate thereof under his 
hand,"* which certificate is the Dissenter's license 
from the State, to preach the GospeK And it is 
proved by the authority, vested in the Crown, to 
grant to the dean and chapter, certifying the 
death of a deceased bishop and requesting per- 
mission to elect another, the conge d'elire, with 
which is sent also a letter missive, nominating 
the person whom they must elect. The Bishop 
thus nominated, elected, and afterwards installed, 
has authority to ordain others to the ministry, 
and to license them to their particular cures ; so 
that from the highest oflScer in the Church to the 
very "lowest of the people'* who assume the 
teacher's office, the State exercises a controul 
over all, and requires from every one whom it 
tolerates in the office, an acknowledgement that the 
Holy Bible is the test and standard of his creed. 

It is not argued here whether or not this, as it 
is in practice, is the proper method of appointing 
Bishops or Overseers of the Church to their 
respective Sees j nor yet that the certificate of the 
oath which admits "the lowest of the people'* 
into the teacher's chair amongst the Dissenters, 
is the best for their spiritual wants : it is simply 
asserted as a fact undeniable, that what is con« 
tended for on Principle is practically in use, 
though generally overlooked. And whereas the 

* 52 Geo. HI. cap. 155. § vlii. 
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civil authority is held in great estimation with 
such of "the lowest of the people" as become 
preachers of the Gospel by virtue of this certifi- 
cate, in justification of their new calling: not as 
a thing only permitted that there may be no in- 
fringement upon tlie liberty of conscience ; but 
as a testimony of the approbation of their voca- 
tion by the government, which otherwise, they say, 
would not allow it ; it is hard to account for the 
outcry of the Dissenters against the influence, 
which the Church derives from the sanction of 
the State which is in union with it, whose creed it 
professes, and whose form of sound words it as- 
sents to. But this very result of the care, mani- 
fested by the civil Powers in that which univer- 
sally concerns the spiritual welfare of the people, 
in watching over the national religion, and the 
qualifications of those who are to teach it, is in- 
separable from the Principle which must operate 
under the Christian Dispensation, where the civil 
powers and the ecclesiastical are of the same 
faith. And thus it may be asserted without fear 
of contradiction, that the necessity of superintend- 
ence, by the civil powers over the national form 
of worship, and the instruction of the people in 
doctrine and religious duty, which implies also 
maintenance and provision for the same, begets 
the necessity of an established reHgion and minis- 
try, securing to all from him who wears the 
crown to the v«ry meanest of his subjects an equal 
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participation in the same spiritual ordinances and 
ministrations^ which is the very essence of the union 
of the Church and State* And when the conse- 
quences that are to be expected from a course of 
instruction in a system of religion which affects the 
moral responsibility of man destined for eternity j 
who is certain of death and after that, a Day of 
Judgement! which is to doom him to endless hap- 
piness or endless misery — when the influence 
which the ministers of religion may obtain, and 
the greater in proportion to their faithfulness, 
over the strongest passions of the human mind, 
subjecting their conduct to its hopes and fears;, 
by the inculcation of religious tenets — when the 
doctrine and the precepts pressed upon their at- 
tention, are to affect their lives and conversation, 
jn all the various changes and degrees of life, as 
citizens and subjects — when these things are 
taken into consideration, it cannot be a thing in- 
difierent to their rulei*s, who are to be the teachers 
of the people, nor what may be the doctrine 
taught. It cannot be to them a thing indifferent whe- 
ther the people are taught to fear God and keep His 
commandments or not, for this is the very founda- 
tion of peace and order upon earth. Neither can 
it be a thing indifferent whether they are exposed 
to the extravagance of the enthusiast, as liable to 
excite despondency or presumption, as disobedi- 
ence and revolt : nor can it be a thing indifferent 
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whether they have ministers regularly educated 
and ordained to their office for their instructors, 
or whether they be left to the precarious exhort- 
ations of an itinerant preacher. The very re- 
gard then to the preservation of their own autho- 
rity, that must exist in the civil Powers, and the 
interest they cannot fail to take in that which 
intimately affects the peace and unity of the people 
subject thereto, creates of itself the necessity of 
interference in matters of reh'gion and morality. 
And this again, begetting the necessity of order 
in the appointment of ministers, not less than 
in the form of public worship and instruction; 
upon what ground can the Principle of the union 
of the Church and State be controverted ? How 
can the necessity of a national religion or " form of 
sound words" — a House of Prayer for all people-^— 
or a National Church be justly questioned ? 

It may indjeed be admitted that in theory this 
defence is just, yet may it also be asserted that 
the Church, as it exists, is so much at variance 
with this representation of it, that the position is 
untenable. To this it may be replied : of every 
science and of every invention for the benefit 
of mankind, the theory must have regard to them, 
as they ought to be, not as they are. Let then 
the speculations or scheme of the wisest Phi- 
losopher or the most benevolent Philanthropist, 
devised with the utmost care and laid down with 
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just precision, in the study, be produced, which 
has not been more or less thwarted by want of 
inclination or ability in the multitude to bring it 
into effectual operation : and then, demand of 
man, to whom no rule is prescribed for it from 
Above, a form or system of religion upon earth, 
which shall be liable to no injury from the hand 
of man, or which " shall make the comers there- 
unto perfect/* Meantime it must not be forgot- 
ten, the form is only the outward means of attain- 
ing the end : nor is it necessary to shew that it is 
perfect ; but only that it is sufficient to the purpose 
for which it is constructed. Thus, although it be 
contended that the established Church of England 
is imperfect, the same must also be acknowledged 
to be the lot of every other form adopted in its 
stead. 

Much however that is in it, it must be confess- 
ed, and it is confessed with gratitude, is good : 
and because perfection is unattainable, there is no 
reason why the Principle should be departed 
from, which effectually applied, would lead there* 
to, especially since no error can of necessity be 
imputed to it. Had it not been indeed for the 
union of the Church and State, as it now prevails in 
England, although permitted to be brought about 
ostensibly, by the capricious temper of a tyrant, 
who to shake off a greater tyranny declared him- 
self its head, the people of these realms might not 
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ta this day have known the difference between the 
Light of Truth, and tlie Darkness which exists with* 
out it. And the regions of the north and east and 
south and west, in some degree evangelized by the 
exertions of her members, might still have igno* 
rantly worshipped God. There is in the Principle of 
this union no discoverable error ; and therefore it 
is pressed forward upon the attention of those in 
authority, as the only sure guide to the reformation 
of the abuses, which have accidentally been ap- 
pended to the National Church of England. 

In making provision for the established religion 
it should be carefully kept in mind that the evils 
complained of in the Church of England apply 
not to " the doctrine ** she maintains; but to her 
rites and discipline, which, even if they should r&- 
quire correction, are matters of infinitely less im- 
portance. ** The form of sound words *'— the 
national religion— inherited from her founders, as 
it respects " the doctiine'* must be assented to by 
the whole Christian community of the United 
Kingdom, except they renounce their own creed. 
Whence it is to be hoped they may be ** held 
fast,'* for the benefit as well of this, as of genera- 
tions yet unborn. The Church of England also 
may rejoice in her liturgy, which, despised and re- 
jected as it was a few short years ago, by some, 
who urged objections to the sameness, repetition, 
and formality of her prayers, and so prevailed 
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with many to separate themselves from her com- 
munion, is now adopted by their successors into 
their public worship. And it is to be lamented 
that, after so signal an acknowledgement of error 
in their predecessors, they had not, instead of 
taking the liturgy to themselves, returned to the 
communion of the Church, for this would have 
tended to heal that schism in the Christian body, 
which upon the worldly maxim of ** divide et imr 
pera,^' gives strength to the adversaries of true 
religion. Neither is it to be witnessed without 
painful emotion, that some, amongst the avowed 
champions of the Church of England, should be 
ready to cut and lop, and garble and curtail the 
public prayers, which are declared to be objects 
of their admiration. Instead of having daily ser- 
vices in the Church, by common consent, they 
are now confined to weekly ministrations. And 
far be it from those, who set about the work of 
her reform, to adapt her public worship to the 
listlessness of the lukewarm, by robbing God of 
the least portion of the honour which on the 
weekly return of the Lord's Day, the Christian's 
Sabbath, is avouched to be due to Him. — Far be 
it from them to abridge the service, as if a short 
two hours in the morning, and half that portion of 
time in the afternoon were too much of one day 
in the seven, for man to devote to the hearing of 
God's Holy Word, and to the worship of Him, for 
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whose Visible Presence in Eternity he must pre- 
pare. — Far be it from them to change a form which 
so well corresponds with that prescribed by St. Paul, 
for the service of the Church at Ephesus. — Far be 
it from them to listen to any project for a change 
in these essential points, and least of all in her 
well-tried, truly Apostolic creed, under the vain 
hope of pleasing men. Turning a deaf ear to the 
clamour raised against the Church, let those to 
whom the power is given, consider well, whether 
it now serves the purpose for which it is designed ; 
and whether any change in her form of public 
worship, which now commands the reverence and 
attention of the multitudes who crowd the courts 
of the Lord's House, can be for the better. And if 
not manifestly for the better, let that which is 
good in Principle and has been proved to be good 
in practice be stedfastly adhered to. As to the 
mere forms of her rituaLif they could be adapted 
to promote unity, without «t. all aftecting the spirit 
of the ofBces, no harm might ensue ; but even the 
least alteration in respect of these should be 
well digested ere one word be changed. 

With respect to the necessary provision for the 
clergy, and the discipline of the Church, a wide 
field still remains open to discussion ; but ad- 
herence to the Principle will shorten this labour. 
And as it comes not within the scope of " the 
writing of a man's hand" to discuss the matter of 
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revenue, it may be briefly said on this head, that 
Provision being already made, the statesman's eye 
should rather be directed to the general efficiency 
of the ministers as a body, than to the inequalities 
of their particular incomes, which are and ever 
must be irremediable. 

The sentiment thus uttered claims credit for an 
exemption from suspicion of a sordid desire of 
heaping up treasures for the sanctuary, which 
may serve to allure the worldling into the sacred 
office of the ministry, or be prostituted by the 
statesman to political intrigue. 

Both are as foreign to the Principle which, in 
the union of Church and State, binds man to man 
by the most solemn obligations, as the Poles are 
distant from each other. But ministers of the 
Gospel are taken from amongst men, and they are 
of like passions with other men ; neither is it pos^ 
sible to divest them of a desire to lead a quiet and 
peaceable life with such competency, as may en- 
able them to enjoy the domestic comforts which 
are compatible with a state of neither poverty nor 
riches. And as the admission, to the priesthood, 
of men of " the lowest of the people" — men low 
in education as condition, and thus unqualified for 
the discharge of their office, became sin in the 
separatists from Judah, so in whatever measure 
it prevails, it will ever be a symptom of the pro- 
stration of the people under a degraded system of 
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religion, from which, however tolerated for con- 
science sake, it must be the Christian ruler's ob- 
ject to protect them. 

Whatever therefore may be the provision for 
the ministers of the National Church, it should be 
sufficient not only to keep them in a station which 
commands a certain measure of respect ; but to 
make them so far independent of the people, as to 
leave them free to declare " the whole counsel of 
God," without exposure to deprivation of their 
subsistence, through any offence that may be 
thereby taken by their hearers. Theirs is a high 
commission : it is not the opinion of men they are 
to proclaim, but the Will and Word of God, as it 
is revealed for their instruction. And since an 
account of their stewardship will be required, in 
which, at the peril of their own souls, they must 
be found faithful, so should Christian rulers, as far 
as piety, benevolence, and human skill can devise 
the means, do their utmost to preserve the minis- 
ters of the National Church from a low estate; lest 
it tempt them to seek the favour of men by speak- 
ing to please them, or to serve their private inter- 
est by using flattering words as a cloak of covet- 
ousness. In order also, as much as in them lies, 
to secure faithfulness in the discharge of the sacred 
functions of the Christian ministry, without fear 
or favour ; and to cause the Truth to be boldly 
spoken before men, which is for the benefit of all ; 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



83 

the civil powers should provide — that the clergy of 
the Established Church be qualified to minister the 
Word of God and the Sacraments to the people to 
whom they are sent, every where, in the language 
which is understood by them. And further — that 
their appointment to their respective cures be made 
by superiors, vested with authority to approve and 
admit them to their office, however they may re- 
ceive their nomination; and not by leaving the 
choice of the minster, who is to be their pastor, 
to the congregation. This latter practice must 
almost beget the necessity of courting the favour 
of the people, by speaking to please them. The 
congregation thus declare what they will, that the 
teacher shall say, rather than submit themselves to 
hear from him the Truth, as it is written. Never- 
theless the ministers of the Christian religion, be- 
ing to be taken generally firom amongst men, the 
door of admission to their office should be, and in 
the Church of England it is, open to men of all 
ranks from the highest to the lowest in the realm : 
so that they be duly qualified and approved by 
such as have authority to ordain, and admit them 
into the ministry. Nor can any method be more 
skilfully nor more purely devised, than that the 
honourable station of the ministers of the National 
Church may be aspired to, and attained by such of 
the sons of the lowest orders of men, as shall have 
availed themselves of the opportunities of educa- 
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tion, more or less frequently offered throughout 
the kingdom ; at the same time that, those of the 
highest rank may equally desire to obtain it, nor 
be a whit less honoured in their ordination. Nor 
can it but be acknowledged that under this system, 
the Church of England hath counted amongst her 
ministers, thus supplied from every class, some of 
the most eminent Divines, whose lives adorned the 
Doctrine taught, and whose works will survive 
them to the*end of time. All classes in the realm, 
from the highest of the nobles to the lowest of the 
Commons, thus contributing to the supply of 
Christian ministers for the Established Church, 
have an equal interest in upholding the dignity of 
their ofBce. Not a grade in society but by these 
mqans will find its equal in rank and station in 
the ministry. A circumstance this, which alike 
tends to secure an easy access to men of every 
rank in life, to the exercise of the pastoral duties, 
and to promote fellowship and communion with 
the clergy, which is of infinite importance to the 
whole Church. In this important view of the sub- 
ject, the exalted rank of Bishops in the National 
Church, elevated by their office, (no matter from 
what class in society they sprung,) to an equality 
with the highest peers of the realm, is perfectly 
consistent with the Principle of the union of the 
Church and State. By no other conceivable means 
than a variety of degree and of rank in the Christian 
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ministry ^, can the same spiritual functions, with 
equal benefit to all, be discharged. Nor can the 
presence of Christian ministers, which, impercep- 
tibly though it be, does nevertheless operate to 
influence as well as restrain the thoughts and words 
and works of men, with whom they intermix, be 
available to all. So long then as the House of Peers 
shall be entitled to the honorable appellation of an 
assembly of Christians, which is to introduce new 
laws, or to digest or approve those which emanate 
from the Lower House and must affect the Christian 
community at large, their retention of their seats 
cannot be an infringement upon their holy calling. 
This gives them an interest even in state affiiirs, on 
which they should be consulted t as general over- 
seers over the whole Church, of which in their 
particular sees they are especially the bishops. 
Neither, except in the event of a total separation 
of the civil from the ecclesiastical members of the 
Church, a thing impossible in a Christian state, 
can the Bishops, exalted as they justly are, be ex- 
cluded from a share in the councils of the nation 
which are to affect the Christian people. Their 
mutual interests are too closely and too intimately 
involved. If there be then general advantage in 
the union of the Church and State ; if it be thus 
productive of Christian communion, social order 

• Vid. 1 Cor. xii. 28. 

i* Vid. 2 CliroB. xvii. 6—13. Numb, xxii^ xxiii. et passim. 
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and common benefit, who can reasonably advocate 
its dissolution ? If reformation of abuses, acci- 
dentally attached to it, be intended, to what can 
you have recourse but to the Principle, upon 
which it is so justly established ? 

Whatever the " Powers that be " may resolve 
on these important points, so that they leave 
" the doctrine'* unimpaired, and the ministers of 
the Church free to perform their sacred functions, 
doubtless a ready acquiescence on their part may 
be anticipated, even though it affect the measure 
of respect paid to them, or their revenues. At the 
same time a hope may be expressed, that, in the 
attempt to improve the condition of the ministers, 
inferior only in station through want of preferment, 
who are worthy of a better hire, they will, after 
correcting the great abuses in the matter of plurali- 
ties, have an eye to their elevation to the compe- 
tency, which it is meet the ministers of the Church 
should possess, rather than reduce the already bene- 
ficed clergy or their successors to the condition of 
those, whose cases now require more adequate 
provision. For it must be spoken, though it sa- 
vour of worldly motives — if pluralities be wholly 
abolished, some Churches can have no efficient 
ministers, many curates would be without employ, 
and the Church itself deprived of a supply of clergy- 
men. And further — that equalization of the 
Church revenues would reduce the clergy all 
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alike to poverty, prevent the erudition necessary to 
their office, and change the features of the Church 
of England ministry, as herein delineated. 

In endeavouring to establish the Principle, and 
the application of it as well to the reformation as 
to the construction of the Church of England, 
comparison with every other system has been 
carefully avoided. Nor hath any been drawn 
between her ministers and some that commend 
themselves. Still might one be bold against those, 
who, taking the exceptions for the whole order, 
speak of the clergy of the Church of England in a 
body, as if their views were only secular. For not- 
withstanding they have to run their course through 
more of evil than good report in the present times, 
the weapons of their warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God, to command attention and 
reverence from the multitudes, who, notwith- 
standing the obloquy cast upon their pastors, still 
flock to their churches, join in *• the form, of sound 
words,*' alike admired for its purity and simplicity 
by friends and adversaries, receive the Word of life 
at their lips, and the Sacraments at their hands, to 
their mutual edification and comfort. 

It is to be observed of the ministers of the 
Church of England, as of all other ministers of 
the Gospel from the days of St. Paul, that their 
privileges, as citizens, are not merged in their 
ministerial office. Being, however, officially with- 
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out power in the world, and utterly defenceless, 
except by appeal to the civil authorities, to which 
resort is seldom made unless necessity compels it ; 
and which is always offensive to the laity, even 
when undertaken to obtain that which is intended 
for their support, it should be the especial care of 
the " Powers that be *' to protect them in the 
possession of that which is virtually assigned to 
their office. So also in consideration of the in- 
fluence which their office must and ought to give 
them with the people, it should also be their care 
to uphold its dignity, by themselves paying that 
measure of respect which is due to the ministers 
of the Gospel ; and by putting into the highest 
places of trust in the Church upon whom so much 
depends, without regard to fear or favour, those 
only, whose zeal, ability, and integrity hold out 
the surest pledges of fidelity in the discharge of 
their solemn duty. And here it may be observed, 
if patronage, in this highest Calling, be perverted 
to political purposes, which, after all, creates the 
loudest outcry against the union of the Church 
and State, the simplest application of the Principle 
will remove the objection and preserve the order. 
The Church is unjustly blamed on this account. 
The authority vested in the civil power cannot be 
resisted; but those in authority may apply 
the remedy. And doubtless, when the people 
undeceived, shall call upon the legislature to 
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remedy the abuse, the clergy will una voce second 
their appeal ; and this will lead to one main point 
in the desired reformation. 

*' The election of Bishops was anciently placed 
in the clergy, and the people of the parish, pro- 
vince, or diocese. But afterwards, princes and 
magistrates, patriarchs and popes, usurped the 
power." ** In England, during the Saxon times, 
all ecclesiastical dignities'were conferred by the 
king in parliament. At length, in consequence of 
a grant of King John, recognized in Magna 
Charta, and established by stat. 25 Edw. III. 
chap. 6. sec. 3. Bishops were elected by the chap- 
ters of monks or canons. But by stat. 25 Hen. 
VIII. cap. 20. the right of nomination was restored 
to the Crown." At this present time, the dean 
and chapter, within the diocese of a deceased 
bishop, are required to certify his death, and to 
request leave to elect another. The permission is 
granted ; but with it, is sent the nomination of a 
successor, whom the king requires to be elected 
within twelve days ; in failure of which, the chap- 
ter incurs a prcemumre. 

This proceeding amounts in fact to an usurpa- 
tion of an oflSce properly belonging to ecclesiastics, 
which, although formally acknowledged by the 
Crown, is thus virtually destroyed. It is, how- 
ever, one of the evils that may be reformed by 
the simple operation of leaving the dean and 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 

chapter free to discharge their proper functions. 
The penalty of 2l prcemunire being withdrawn, the 
influence of royal favour, which is presumed to be 
available to political purposes, as patronage in the 
hands of the chief minister of state, would be 
diminished. In these days, when every transaction 
is brought to light, such an exercise of patronage 
exhibited in its true colours, must clear the Prin- 
ciple of the union of the Church and State, in the 
eyes of the people, from the imputations cast upon 
it. And if there be abuse of power in the present 
method of appointing Bishops over the flock of 
Christ, it must be ascribed, as it is due, to the 
interference of the State, to the exculpation of 
the clerical body. 

If Reform in this important matter be contem- 
plated, which will exonerate the bench of Bishops 
even from the suspicion of venality, and purge it 
from the slander thereto attached, through the 
supposed exercise of courtly favour, a suggestion 
here may not be wholly out of place. 

The election of a new Bishop properly belonging 
to the dean and chapter, as the organ of a pro- 
vince, may not a reversion of the process be an 
amendment ? Suppose then, instead of proceeding 
from the Crown, the nomination were vested in 
the clergy of the diocese, and the election in the 
dean and chapter, subject to the sanction of the 
Crown, which should also reserve the power of a 
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veto. In such case, notice being given as now of 
a bishop's death, the several archdeacons in the 
diocese of the deceased bishop, might be com- 
manded by the Crown to summon the clergy of 
their respective archdeaconries, (taking for granted 
that the dean and clergy who form the chapter^ 
would be comprised within the number so con- 
vened) to consult together, and choose from 
amongst themselves, or out of those within the 
diocese, whomsoever they might deem the most 
fit to fill the office. The nominations of the two 
or three eligible persons (according to the number 
of archdeaconries) so preferred by the clergy thus 
assembled, might then be sent by their respective 
archdeacons to the dean and chapter. Of these 
the latter might proceed to elect one, whose 
name should be then submitted to the Crown for 
approbation or rejection. Upon the latter of these 
alternatives, the same process might be renewed. 
Or, in order to avoid such an inconvenience, the 
nominations from the several archdeaconries might 
be transmitted to the Crown, and the veto put 
against the name of such as were objected to, 
previous to the election by the chapter. The 
evil of the translation of the Bishops from see to 
see, seems to be magnified far, very far beyond 
its real extent Political influence again is the 
cause of offence. But this may be utterly done 
away, by giving to the bench of Bishops, a power 
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of electing from amongst themselves, the most 
proper person to fill the vacant see, and to appoint 
the Bishop newly elected by the dean and chapter 
to the bishopric best suited to him, still subject 
to the approbation of the Crown. For this dis- 
posal of the newly elected Bishop, it is to be 
considered, if it be not prudent to permit the 
congregation to elect their own minister, so neither 
may it be attended with benefit to the Church at 
large, that the Bishop should preside over the 
particular diocese to the clergy of which he in 
great measure may owe his appointment. But 
this process of election would put it in the power 
of every diocese in turn, to supply the several 
vacancies as they may occur. 

Various are the qualifications for the sacred ofiice 
of an Overseer of the Church : one may be more 
apt to teach : another more able to contend against 
the opponents of truth : another more patient to 
investigate, or to elucidate the sacred text of 
Scripture : another more eloquent in the pulpit : 
and another more active to superintend and set in 
order all things that are wanting. All of them 
may have their respective merits in the estimation 
of the clergy, which shall justify them in their 
nomination ; but they, having diifferent gifts, may 
be from time to time distributed through all the 
dioceses for their general good, and this, without 
translation, can hardly be effected. If the in- 
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comes of the Bishops were equalized, (a work 
of difficult operation and open to many objections,) 
there could be no obstacle to their translation, 
excepting the expense attending it Without 
increase of emolument, the reluctance of an 
elderly man to enter into fresh associations, or to 
quit those which contribute to his ease, may seem 
to present an insuperable objection to exchange his 
see; but alas! the "servants of all" ought not 
to be choosers in this instance, until their age or 
infirmities render their removal inexpedient. 

The gift of patience for deep investigation, or 
wisdom to elucidate the Truth; the gift of elo- 
quence to overrule the captious objections of an 
adversary, or controvert disputed points of doc- 
trine, may either of them qualify a minister for 
the Bishop's office. But these great talents may 
not always be combined with the arrangement 
necessary to regulate and set in order what is 
needful in the diocese. Thus the good arrange- 
ment of a disciplinarian may be absolutely required 
to set in order things that are wanting, through 
the greater attention paid to higher matters by 
the . diocesan, who, in this latter respect, ably fui- 
filled his duty. And again, the doctrine and 
spiritual life of Christianity might sniffer through 
too much attention to form, on the part of him 
who as a disciplinarian was useful in his day. 
But such an arrangement as this, now proposed. 
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would enable the bench of Bishops to supply every 
deficiency, and their appointment should be valid* 
Only a complete compensation for the expense of 
the translation should be made. In the matter 
of successors to the archdeaconries, as vacancies 
occur, a recommendation from the clergy to their 
diocesan might be permitted, although the appoint- 
ment to that office ought to rest entirely with the 
Bishop. 

A reformation of this sort, would put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men, and would give 
vigour to the whole body of the clergy. For 
since it should be the aim of every man to rise 
in his profession, so would this give fresh stimulus 
to exertion and diligence in every parish priest. 
And thus may the Principle be applied with safety 
to the renovation of the purest form of religion 
upon earth, as it exists in the Church of England, 
which has been a main Pillar of the Truth, a 
Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of the 
people of England. 

Much as there is to be done in the matter of 
discipline, new powers must be conceded by the 
civil authorities ere the Bishops can exercise 
the jurisdiction they now but nominally possess. 
So long as a delinquent can appeal from court to 
court, to evade the judgement, which from each is 
evidently due, so long must their authority be 
vain. Little can therefore be suggested on this 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



95 

important head. If, however, the discipline be 
designed to regulate the clergy generally, it is a 
thing much to be desired, that the law which is 
so justly strenuous to secure residence in the 
parochial clergy, upon their own benefices, should 
require that their superiors give some proofs of 
their own residence amongst them, to the clergy 
of their respective dioceses. 

In the present state of the Church, neither the 
novice ordained to his cure, nor the incumbent 
instituted to his benefice, seems to be amenable to 
any superior, for the doctrine he shall teach, nor 
for the manner in which he shall perform the 
sacramental rites. The Rubric hardly serves to 
direct the public ministrations, but rather the 
judgement of the parish priest. Visitations of 
authority are made indeed without inquiry*; 
often without visitors; and sometimes without 
charges to the clergy. Indeed so little inter- 
course have the parochial ministers with their 
superiors in office, that every parish seems almost 
to have an independent Church ; and the estima- 
tion of it in the public mind too much depends 
upon the popularity of the residing minister. 

* Articles of enquiry are issued. But the process of law by 
which any complaint can be investigated or prosecuted to any 
useful purpose^ has too long made them a dead letter^ and has 
reduced the visitation frequently (excepting only as to the 
appointed preacher's sermon) to the calling of a roll. 
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That all things may be done decently and in 
order, that all may speak the same thing and be 
joined in the same judgement, not only " form/* 
but superintendence, and some sort of social inter- 
course are necessary. With a view to which, in 
the matter of hospitality, it is suggested, that a 
revival of the public days once in a week, 
during three of the summer months, for the 
reception of the inferior clergy at their diocesan's 
table, be deemed a requisite. In older time, 
this practice was found to promote freedom of 
intercourse and unrestrained communication on 
matters of great interest in every parish, and yet 
not of magnitude sufficient for the business of an 
official visitation. At the same time, it secured 
respect and Christian fellowship. In the matter 
of superintendence — periods at no greater interval 
than three years should be prescribed for episcopal 
visitations of the clergy in every diocese. There 
are some extensive districts now, in which the 
resident ministers of the several parishes, whether 
curates or incumbents, are alike deprived even of 
official intercourse with their respective diocesans^ 
(excepting especial or irksome business may render 
a visit to their residence necessary,) they claiming 
exemption, as a privilege belonging to their par- 
ticular Sees, from the important duty of visiting 
the clergy of their diocese, more than once, during 
their occupation of their bishoprics. These are all 
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remediable evils, nor is there any doubt that if 
the eye of an overseer tend to quicken and stir up 
the vigilance of the slumbering or listless occupier 
of the Watchman's post, it is not less satisfactory 
to the diligent to be found faithful. It may be 
asserted also, that in the attempt to apply a 
remedy to these evils, it is not so necessary to 
make new laws, as it is to give fresh vigour 
to the old ones; and that a recurrence to the 
usage of the Fathers of the Church, as far as 
may be practicable, will be attended with the 
surest prospect of success in their desired reform- 
ation. 

There are yet many things worthy of mention, 
\i^hich are nevertheless foreign to the purpose 
herein expressed. Of these, however, one ought 
not to be omitted, as it aiSects the Principle which 
must animate the Christian ruler's breast. It is 
the insufficient accommodation for the poor in the 
old Churches, and the want as well of new 
Churches for the increased population, as of a 
maintenance for the ministers who are to serve 
them. Provision for these things can only be 
looked for at the public charge. The whole 
revenue of the Church, which, if divided, would 
barely give to every incumbent ^200 per annum, 
is utterly insufficient for the purpose. Wherefore 
the attention of the civil powers cannot be too 
early devoted to a subject of such obvious im- 
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portance to the moral welfare of the Christian 
people over whom they are set in authority, 
and of whom they cannot take too abundant 
care. 

Enough has been said, in this attempt, to con- 
vince you. Lords and Gentlemen, that it cannot 
be a matter of indifference to their rulers, who 
are the teacliers of the people, nor what the 
things are, that they are taught. Much care 
in conducting " the defence of the Union of the 
Church and State,'' to the point of conclusion at 
which it is now arrived, has been taken to establish 
the Principle upon which it rests, as a thing dis- 
tinct from the abuses, which, although not neces- 
sarily belonging to it, being attached to it by 
accidental circumstances, have been as stumbling 
blocks and occasions of offence. It has been held 
up as that which can only be pursued with safety, 
as well in the reformation as in the first formation 
of a Christian Church. The arguments have been 
drawn from high authority, and abstractedly con- 
sidered, it hardly can be doubted that the reader, 
who has had the patience to follow them thus far, 
will assent to the justice of their application to the 
Principle, which may be resorted to for the Re- 
formation of the Church of England. But since 
it must needs be confessed, that many things^ 
existing in the united kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, are utterly inconsistent with that 
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which has been assumed, as a necessary con- 
sequence of the profession of Christianity ; even 
if it were admitted that the abuses appendant 
upon the union of the Church and State were not 
inherent to it, it may not be also granted that 
under the present aspect of affairs, the reformation 
can be conducted upon the same Principle. Your 
attention, therefore, Lords and Gentlemen, to the 
only remaining point, which " the writing of a 
man's hand'' has to establish, in order to com- 
plete its original " scope and tendency," is still 
earnestly requested. It is to show that the Prin- 
ciple of the union of the Church and State cannot 
be abandoned without confusion. 

Hitherto, Lords and Gentlemen, that which is 
within the Church of England, or has been acci- 
dentally attached to it, in its connexion with the 
State, has been almost exclusively presented to 
your consideration. Some slight allusion has 
been made to assertions and reflections cast upon 
their union, which seemed to be founded in error, 
in order to justify the arguments in its defence. 
In what remains to be said, it will be hardly pos- 
sible to escape the danger incurred by closer en- 
counter with an host of adversaries. It is vain to 
plead no intention of offence, though none be 
intended; for if the Truth be unpalatable, the 
declaration of it will offend. But by the Truth 
alone can Principle be established. And here it 
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may be asked — amongst the various and discord- 
ant opinions upon this all-important point, who 
shall decide, "What is Truth"? "It is the 
Word of God revealed to mankind for their 
sanctification. It is stamped with the undeviating 
character of peace and holiness. It hath in it no 
error and no doubtfulness. Whereas the image 
and superscription of its counterfeit, is graven 
only on the short-lived opinions of those who 
maintain its value by arguments, of which there is 
no end, and very little advantage."* 

Be in treated. Lords and Gentlemen, to give 
heed to " the writing of a man's hand," nor cast it 
aside, as if it were about to draw you into the 
labyrinths of religious controversy. This is not 
indeed the place for discussing points of doctrine. 
But in the all-important subject of the Union of 
the Church and State, or the Dissolution of it, con- 
templated by the adversaries of the Church of 
England, and approaching with rapid strides if 
not arrested in its progress, the opinions enter- 
tained by men upon ** the Doctrine " cannot be 
banished from your thoughts in the decision of this 
vital question. More than this, there must be 
some standard by which they may be tried. Thisf 
in the Church of England is the Holy Bible. 
This is its strength and only safeguard. And 

* Vid. Spiritual State of England and Ireland contrasted. 
P. 24. 
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although she maintain a creed: although she 
adhere to " a form of sound words," as to the 
surest method of enabling all her members tp 
give to every man that asketh a reason of the 
hope that is in him : yet her leading maxim — 
second only to the declaration of her faith in 
the God of her worship — touching the Holy 
Scriptures is — " that whatever is not read therein 
nor may be fairly proved thereby, is not to be 
required of any man, that it should be received as 
an article of the faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation/' Thus when she offers 
a lamp to the people, trimmed with her liturgy and 
articles, she fails not to refer them to the candle of 
the Lord for Light to guide them into the know- 
ledge of Truth. And thus every thing that apper- 
tains to the Church of England is referred to the 
surest Test. This is the standard by which, ac- 
cording to her own tenets, she must be tried, 
and to this she can appeal with full assurance of 
the justness of all that she propounds. And when 
purged from all the abuses and corruptions with 
which she is charged, her "form of sound words** 
shall be found the same : so little room do they 
afford for error in doctrine or for viciousness in 
life. 

Be entreated. Lords and Gentlemen! Keep 
these things in view when you come to cope with 
the. opponents of the Church of England. The 
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abuses which are laid at her door, are no more 
necessary to her union with the State, than the 
penalty of a prcemunire is inseparable from the 
conge d^eUrCy granted by the crown, in the elec- 
tion of her Bishops. They are no more neces- 
sary to her union with the State, than her adhe« 
rence to the Truth is of necessity productive of 
Dissent. These are alike foreign to the Principle 
on which that union alone depends. — Difference 
of opinion may indeed be inseparable from the 
freedom of the human mind, but that cannot 
cause Truth to deviate from Truth. — And for all 
that the Church of England deems requisite for 
her ritual by inference from Holy Writ, where 
the text itself is not explicit on the point : to say 
the least, it may as ably be defended upon Prin- 
ciple, and by reasonable argument, as the strong- 
est position of her adversaries. Even in ques- 
tions of profoundest depth, unfathomable by the 
finite capacity of man ; imperceptible even to the 
clearest mind, so as to admit of explanation that 
shall be equally conclusive of the point at issue, 
to intellect of equal power, but of a different cast; 
— in questions which ever must remain a mystery, 
even whilst they serve to influence the best feel- 
ings of mankind, and to exercise their strongest 
faculties, so nicely have the Fathers of the Church 
asserted the Truth as it is revealed, that, leaving 
the private judgement free, it has been well 
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said: **The highest Supralapsarian and the Ar- 
minian may join hands in the Church of Eng- 
land."* But still they differ in opinion: and 
they dissent, as well from the Church, as from 
each other, as others do of vaiious denominations, 
to the rending of the Christian Body into 
divers parties. It seems to have escaped their 
observation, that as the countless myriads of men, 
so differing in features from each other, that no 
two can be produced alike, do nevertheless re- 
tain the essential properties of man, so they who 
believe the Doctrines of the Gospel may be 
Christians, although they vary in capacity to 
apprehend the mysteries of Religion, or differ in 
its outward form. And hence withdrawing them- 
selves from an established Church, to the essen* 
tial articles of whose creed they readily assent, 
they devise new forms ; and assuming to them- 
selves exclusively possession of the best, too often 
denounce those without its pale as unworthy of 
the Christian name. 

Men are thus found to be as tenacious of 
their form as of their Creed j wherefore without 
waiting to discuss their prudence in the matter, 
taking the fact for granted, some Form must be 
adopted to supply the necessities, to reconcile the 
prejudices, or to gratify the propensities of man. 
The "Powers that be" in England then, are 

♦ Bishop Horsley. 
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driven to the necessity of maintaining some 
^* form of sound words." And as amidst all the 
varieties of opinion, certain principles declared, 
on the authority of Holy Writ, are stamped with 
the Seal of Truth, so must they be received as 
"Doctrine", by all who assent to the Bible, that 
it is true. These being collected with care and 
received as articles of faith, fixed and incon^ 
trovertible, are adopted as the Creed of the 
Church of England. In these, like their Divine 
Author, there is no variableness nor shadow of 
turning. They vitally affect the welfare of man- 
kind here and hereafter. And as they are of 
universal interest, so are they drawn up in few 
words for the benefit of all, whereby they may 
be easily committed to memory; and they are 
acknowledged as Truth by the majority of men, 
of every name and sect of Christians in the 
Realm. 

The Church of England then maintaining the 
Truth in a "form of sound words" generally 
assented to, even by her adversaries, however 
they may differ in matters of less importance than 
the "Doctrine", there is ample reason for the 
State, with which it is in union, to preserve the 
connexion inviolate, instead of preferring the 
"form" of any other Sect or Church. And it is 
the obvious duty of its Christian Rulers to pro- 
pagate the Creed, which they profess as Truth, 
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on which eternal life depends, and to impart the 
same to every one under their subjection, upon 
the Principle of love to God and love to 
man. 

This Principle, it has been shown, is the Bond 
of the union of the Church and State; and this, 
begetting a tender care and concern for the tem- 
poral and eternal welfare of every member of the 
Christian Body, must prompt the Civil Powers to 
take heed, as well to the moral and religious in- 
struction of the people, as to the ability and 
fitness of their Spiritual Pastors. This is in effect 
to uphold the national religion and its ministers, 
for the purpose, as much as in them lies, of 
spreading sound doctrine and preventing error ; 
of promoting Christian faith and moral practice ; 
and of establishing Godliness, Peace, and unity 
in the nation. Knowing as well, the ascendant 
power of religious feeling, as the sensual degene- 
racy of man, who lives as if there were no God, 
they thus endeavour to preserve the people, alike 
from Infidelity and Enthusiasm. And, well con- 
vinced of the necessity of a guide to the right 
understanding of the Bible, and of a public form 
of prayer, suited to the capacities, and adapted to 
the wants of all, they insist upon the use of the 
liturgy, in all the Churches, in order that the 
whole people may with one mind, and one mouth 
glorify God, from one end of the kingdom to 
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the other. And in this course there is nothing 
compulsory upon the people: every man is left 
free to comply with the form prescribed, or to 
prefer that which in his judgement seems the 
best. And as no enlightened Christian will him- 
self believe a lie, nor consent to that, of which he 
is not well persuaded in his own mind, so neither 
will he consent to teach another that which is not 
founded upon the solid basis of Truth. And 
hence while the Dissenter claims to himself a privi- 
lege of private judgement, and is entitled to cre- 
dit for sincerity when he differs for conscience 
sake from the form and Creed adopted by the 
Church in union with the State, he cannot expect 
from those who assent to her tenets, countenance 
and support, although he may be entitled to tole^ 
ration, in the use of his freedom. 

In upholding what they deem to be the pure 
worship of the Church of England, the Civil 
Powers, in union with it, cannot, consistently, so 
long as they profess to maintain the Truth, che^ 
rish and foster, however they may bear with, any 
other system of religion. Difference in the "form 
of sound words'' assented to, is difference in 
opuiion upon what is received as Truth. And 
indifference to Creed, is indifference to what is 
true or false. But the Principle, which binds 
man to man, will neither suffer him to consent to 
what is false himself; nor to instruct his neigh- 
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bour in that which he believes to be untrue. And 
if the Principle be abandoned, what can be the 
result but confusion? If **the Powers that be", 
though they leave all men free to choose their 
own reUgion, adhere to no form themselves, how 
shall they direct or guide the people in their 
selection of the best? The multitudes of men look 
to their rulers for example, as well as precept j 
and that in matters of religion should no more be 
wanting, than this in moral duty. 

But it has been seen, that those who separate 
from the Church, adopt some other form, and 
therefore that some form is necessary to the 
public profession of religion. If then the State 
abandon the form of worship in the Church of 
England, what shall be adopted in its room? 
Which shall it prefer in order to gratify the multi- 
tudes in all their various denominations? Whose 
creed shall it adopt with its appendages? Will 
that of the Deists or the Methodists: of the 
Universalists or Calvinists: of the Baptists or 
Independents: of the Socinians or Roman Catho- 
lics: or which, of all the innumerable sects be- 
sides, will satisfy the people? Under which of all 
shall the people expect more freedom than they 
now enjoy? In the full persuasion of the right- 
eousness of their own cause, already the dis- 
senters denounce that system of religion, adopted 
by the State, under which, upon the just maxim of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



108 

" refraining from " those who differ in opinion, 
they have been tolerated, applying the prophetic 
words, " I will overturn, overturn, overturn," to 
its destruction. And to the same effect, " the 
Plant," say they, ** which my Father hath not 
planted shall be rooted up." But surely this is 
done without reflecting that for near three hundred 
years, the Church of England hath been planted 
and allowed to flourish, which could not have 
been, without permission from the Lord of the 
Spiritual Vineyard. And if thus when only 
aspiring to power, they indulge the thought of the 
Church's overthrow, what freedom can be ex- 
pected, if they should obtain it? 

" Altogether political and secular," though it 
be pronounced to be, the Church has, independent 
of all earthly powers, a source and spring within 
itself, which, when they will hear the Church, 
without alteration of her creed, without a change 
in her " form of sound words," but only freed 
from the abuse of patronage*, with which her 
energy is clogged, shall break forth with vigour, 
that shall put her adversaries to silence, and stay 
the progress of these " boasters" by the force of 
Truth, so " that they proceed no further." But 
when the minds of the people are thus liable to be 
inflamed against the ministers of the national reli- 
gion, and its professors, by denunciations of the 

* That which has been before alluded to. 
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Sectarians, what may not be expected when the 
halcyon period of universalism shall prevail ? What 
may not be expected from the dissolution of the 
connexion of the Church and State, if they could 
bring about so great an evil, when in their zeal 
to contend, not for the " Truth '* but for opinion 
— the Antinomian shall remove the obligation to 
obedience of the ten commandments by declaring 
that " old things are passed away "j and the In- 
fidel to justify himself, shall make the Scriptures 
assert " there is no God " by separating that de- 
claration from the context, that " the fool in his 
heart hath said " so ? What security shall there 
be for true religion in the people ? How shall 
they be " tossed to and fro with every wind of 
doctrine," when every professor from amongst 
"the lowest of the people" self styled and called 
hy his own imagination to the preacher's office 
shall be approved by those in official power, equally 
with the ministers of the Church ? 

These much calumniated men, the clergy of the 
Church of England, unobtrusive as unseen, un- 
icnown to the world as they are, yet well known 
in their respective offices j patiently as they con- 
tinue in well-doing ; and contented as they are to 
sheathe the sword of controversy, relying upon the 
sanction of authority; and to bear the obloquy 
cast upon them, in the hope that the Lord will 
requite them good for the cursing of this day,— 
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these ministers of the Church, lightly as they may be 
now esteemed, yet faithful to the trust reposed in 
them, if abandoned by the State, would come forth 
from their peaceful retirement, earnestly to contend 
against their adversaries for the faith once delivered 
to the Saints. But thus the teachers' chair must 
inevitably be exchanged for that of the disputant j 
and the pulpit must needs become the rostrum, as 
the House of Prayer would be the arena of religious 
controversy; and in the enlistment of champions for 
the support of party, the people urged by infuriated 
zeal for opinion in the disputation, more than for 
the truth, the very end of the commandment 
would be destroyed, which is " charity out of a 
pure heart, and of faith unfeigned/' Thus must 
confusion arise out of the abandonment of Prin- 
ciple in the proposed reformation of the Church. 
But it may devoutly be hoped, that the conserva-- 
tive Party in the State will have strength to resist 
the evil machinations of those who would, had 
they the power, dissolve the connexion of the 
Church and State. 

•* The writing of a man's hand" having now. 
Lords and Gentlemen, attempted to fulfil its pledge, 
One word on a most important subject, ere its pen 
be laid aside, in the way of reply to the questions : 
What is to be done with Ireland? How can a 
Protestant ministry be supported amongst a Roman 
Catholic people? Let the State put forth it9 
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energies to suppress sedition and the shedding of 
innocent blood with which the earth of Ireland 
now groans. Let it enforce the laws which are 
to preserve order. In its care for the people 
under its protection, let it take cognizance of the 
abuse of the pretended sanctuary. Let it forbid on 
pain of death, those denunciations of individuals, 
obnoxious to the Roman Catholics, which to the 
disgrace of Ireland, proceed from the altars of the 
Romish Chapels, and lead to cruel and cold- 
blooded murder. Thus let it adhere to the Prin- 
ciple of the union of Church and State, (of which 
Ireland is an integral and interesting member,) 
which requires from rulers care and concern for 
the religious and moral wel&re of the whole body. 
Then let it maintain the Truth, nor let it be dis- 
mayed at the minority in which the professors of 
the same creed in Ireland stand. The true reli- 
gion which is now the only real source of peace 
on earth and happiness hereafter, has ever had to 
contend against its adversaries, with apparently 
fearful odds against it. But in Ireland there ex- 
ists a zealous Christian ministry in the Church.^ 
Only let ^* the Doctrine" have free course at their 
lips ; and leaving the issue in the Hand of God,, 
Ireland shall revive and be the strength and con- 
solation, and not the bane of England. Let it be 
borne in mind : the Holy Bible in the Irish tongue 
and character is now extant in Ireland, which 
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seven years ago was scarcely to be found in print. 
Let faithful men be appointed to the work of the 
ministry without fear or favour. From every in- 
cumbent, as a requisite for institution to a bene- 
fice, let a competent knowledge of the Irish lan- 
guage be required. — Let freedom of utterance be 
provided for the word of Truth. And doubt not the 
violence of the wicked— of the men whose deeds are 
evil and cannot bear the light, exerted now to resist 
the introduction of the Scriptures, in the absence erf" 
which alone they can retain their domination, shall 
be overcome, and the raging of the present fright- 
ful storm shall cease. But if it shall abandon the 
Principle as it affects Ireland, the confusion then 
shall not be less than that which hath been already 
described, although the fruits be different. Then 
persecution, if the Roman Catholics predominate, 
shall supply the place of controversy ; and silence 
ill the Church shall be instead of preaching the 
truth of the Gospel; and the Bibles shall be 
burned, and darkness again cover the land. But 
this abandonment of Principle will imply a want 
of trust in God through Christ, as the Defender of 
His own Truth, in the fidth of which the State 
makes its profession. And a wound received by a 
weak and distant member, as the Protestant branch 
of the Church in Ireland is, through the want of 
protection from the civil powers, cannot but be 
vitally felt by the Church of England and the State 
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with which it is united. But, and if the State 
should moreover be persuaded to make provision 
for the Roman Catholic priests, together with that 
made for the Protestant Church; or as some would 
have it, divide the latter between them both, it 
would not only be the author of its own confusion ; 
but it would exhibit to the world the rare incon- 
sistency of providing one set of priests to propa- 
gate a doctrine, and of maintaining another ** com- 
pany ** to contradict it as unsound ! 

The "writing of a man's hand*' has now, how- 
>ever imperfectly, accomplished its humble under- 
taking in defence of the union of the Church 
and State. Thus are honestly laid before you. 
Lords and Gentlemen, the strong convictions of a 
xninister, who is not worthy to called a minister of 
the Church j yet being, as he is, appointed to that 
sacred office, unable to satisfy himself at this 
eventful crisis, in withholding them from the 
public. Much more might have been said upon 
the legitimate exercise of Civil authority, in 
watching over the National Religion, The neces- 
sity of such interference is, however, admitted on 
the part of the people, who are now calling upon 
the Parliament for Church Reform. If then the 
responsibleness of the State, for the preservation 
of order, requires the exercise of civil authority 
within the established Church, both in respect of the 
forms of her worship and the qualifications of hei* 

H 
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ministers, much rather must it be incumbent upon 
^* the Pbwert that be/* to take cognizance of 
those without her pale, who assume to themselves 
the minister's calling, and pursue, a course not 
only out of the prescribed order, but often directly 
opposed to it, lest they should alienate the aflfec- 
tions of the people fVom the true religion attd their 
lawfurgovernment, to the injury of both. For if 
one faith— one common interest in the same reli^ 
gion be a Bond of Union amongst the people^ 
whatever tends to separation, must diminish the 
^strength of the Empire, upon the incontrovertible 
iind authoritative maxim : "a house divided against 
itself cannot stand/* If it be moreover the dutv of 
the ministers of the Church to use Aeir influence 
in promoting this union amongst her members^ 
•altliough freedom of speech may not be restrained 
for conscience sake, yet shouW it not receive the 
countenance of superiors in authority^ when iti- 
■dulged in bitter inactive agatost those to wtwMA 
they entrust the religious instruction of the 
people. Let ^ the Powers that be>" bear in mind, 
that obloquy is cast upon tlie ministers of the 
Church, because provision is made for them, and 
because they generally support the government t 
let them also reflect upon the Consequences of 
aiTaying the instructors of the people in opposition 
to it, which nothing can excuse in them, so long aS 
the Government adhei^ to the Prii>ciple which 
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shm\A animate a Cbmtian people. If the people 
be divided^ and neither party have the sanctiQu af 
authority, what shall lie the watchword of old 
England? The aound of Church and King, 
which warmed the 30ul of every Britpn, and 
led to the glory of God and the people's welfare, 
instead of raising each lover of his country, in 
defence of its religion and its throne, shall be 
heard no more- But when the hour of peril shall 
cofie, without a common standard round which 
to rally, every man's hand shall be set against every 
man, and each shall seek his own private interest, 
reckless of his neighbour's welfare* Attention 
to this vital Principle of union in the Churoh 
and State, especially as it affects Ireland, the most 
vulnerable part of the Church of England ; but 
which is so closely united with it, a» the right arm 
to the body, and ought to be held as dear, nor can 
be injured without equal injury to the whole 
Christian Body in the two Kingdoms, seems to be 
so necessary to the preservation of the Empire-^ 
the happiness of millions seems to be so depend-* 
est upon it, and a false step in the measures to 
tie pursued so fraught with evil consequencesi^w 
the security with which, whatever needs Reform, 
may be approached by adherence to the Principle 
'^^the confusion which cannot fail to attend the 
abandonment of it being equally so apparent-^ 
and all these things so strongly impressed upon 
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his mind, that the humble individual who addresses 
you, has not hesitated freely to discuss the subject: 
and if its magnitude, and the mighty results de- 
pending upon it— if the full assurance that the con- 
tinuance of the favour of God, and the happiness of 
the people, and the peace of the nation or their for- 
feiture, are amongst the tremendous consequences 
to be anticipated, shall have betrayed him into an 
expression capable of giving offence, he entreats that 
no such intention may be imputed. It is the earnest 
desire of his heart that the Church of England may 
be purged from every thing that offends, and, in the 
work of her complete Reformatioo, may the Wisdom ^ 
which is only from Above direct you,— may the^ 
powerful aid of Him, who will graciously accept^ 
of every good office done, and every good offiqe 
intended to be done unto the very least of His 
disciples, as a good work done unto Himself, 
prosper your labour, and enable you, in choosing 
the best means, to promote the harmony and pre- 
serve the unity of the nation, by upholding the 
Church as the pillar and ground of the Truth, 
the Strength of the Empire, and the Light of the 
World, to the glory of God and the salvation oP 
the people, through Jesus Christ, the cornei: 
stone, on Whose foundation it is built, and by 
Whom Alone it can be maintained to the end of 
time. 
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